《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – Revelation》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

1. The Title. The title of the book varies in the later MSS, though all ascribe it to John. One MS of the 11th cent has 'the Revelation of Jesus Christ given to the theologian John.' The word 'divine' in AV and RV is used in the sense of 'theologian,' 'one who writes on God and the divine nature.' The title in the oldest MSS is 'the Revelation (Gk. Apocalypsis) of John.' The writer calls the book 'Apocalypse,' or 'Revelation,' only in Revelation 1:1, Elsewhere he speaks of it as' prophecy' (cp. Revelation 1:3; Revelation 22:7, Revelation 22:10, Revelation 22:18; and of himself as a 'prophet' (cp. Revelation 10:11; Revelation 22:6, Revelation 22:9). Yet the form which the prophecy has taken is rightly described by the title 'Apocalypse.' 'Apocalypse' (i.e. 'uncovering,' 'unveiling') is a technical term used to denote a particular kind of writing which sprang up among the Jews mainly during the two centuries before Christ. It had its antecedents in such eschatological passages (i.e. passages foretelling the end of the present order of things) as Isaiah 24-27, Joel, and Zechariah 12-14. The thoughts and images of such passages as these were dwelt upon and developed in later times into apocalypses. The book of Daniel is an apocalypse. Other writings of an apocalyptic kind are, the 'Apocalypse of Baruch,' the Ethiopic 'Book of Enoch,' the Slavonic 'Book of Enoch,' the 'Ascension of Isaiah,' the 'Book of Jubilees,' the 'Assumption of Moses,' the 'Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs,' the 'Psalms of Solomon,' the 'Sibylline Oracles.' Apocalypses were written at times when the righteous suffered oppression by a foreign power. The message of the apocalypse was that deliverance was coming, and that the righteous were to wait for it in patience. In this sense an apocalypse differed from prophecy, which, for the most part, warned unfaithful and wicked Israel of the coming of a 'Day of the Lord,' and called for repentance. Moreover, the apocalypse saw in the evil plight of the righteous a sign of the power of Satan in the world, which made it certain that God would soon intervene to overthrow the evil. Apocalypses were written when men were troubled because the promises of good made by the prophets seemed to be unfulfilled. Accordingly, the apocalyptic writer set out to justify the dealings of God. He 'sketched in outline the history of the world and of mankind, the origin of evil and its course, and the consummation of all things... The righteous as a nation should yet possess the earth, either in an eternal or in a temporary Messianic kingdom, and the destiny of the righteous individual should be finally determined according to his works. For though amid the world's disorders he might perish untimely, he would not fail to attain through the resurrection the recompense that was his due, in the Messianic kingdom, or in heaven itself' (R. H. Charles, HDB.).

Apocalypses were characterised by strange and mysterious figures, seen in visions and explained by angels. Sometimes these figures were new, and shaped to represent persons or events of the time. Sometimes they were borrowed or adapted from older apocalypses, or from the OT., or even from remote tradition. It is thought that some of these last traditionary figures may have gradually developed out of creation myths.

Apocalypses were pseudonymous, i.e. they were given forth under the name of some great person of the past, such as Enoch or Moses. It has been suggested that this was caused by the general feeling of despair with which the times were viewed. Prophecy had ceased, and perhaps no living person could hope for a hearing. But the pseudonym may have had a better justification. The figures and traditions which were used may have been so connected with those old great names, that the apocalyptic writer looked upon his writings as proceeding rather from the heroic saint he reverenced than from himself (see HDB. arts. 'Apocalyptic Literature' and 'Revelation, Book of').

But although the book we call 'the Revelation of St. John' is one of a class, it does not follow that it has no deeper value for us than the others of its class. The fact that it has been taken into the Canon of Scripture, while they have been rejected, shows that it outshines them all. In this 'the Revelation' is like other books of the Bible. The histories, the Psalms, the Wisdom books of the OT., have been distinguished from others which are left outside the Canon. And Luke 1:1 shows that our Gospels were not the only memoirs of the life of Christ which existed in the earliest Christian age. Again, the title of the book is evidence that, as regards other apocalypses, it claims to stand above them all. Other apocalypses, as has been said above, professed to come from some great man of the past, as Enoch, and we know that only in a very loose sense could such a profession be justified. Our Apocalypse does not go back to some far distant and hardly more than nominal author. It is not even, as in the title, the Apocalypse of John, for that title is of uncertain date. The true title is given in Revelation 1:1. The book is 'The Revelation of Jesus Christ.' The book claims to have Jesus Christ as the author of the revelation it contains. The place St. John assigns to himself is that of a prophet who is able to receive from Christ a revelation and to communicate it to others. Christian believers may be unable to see how there can be any true connexion between Enoch and the book which bears his name. But they do not doubt the reality of the gift of prophecy, or the fact that Christ could and did reveal Himself to His Apostles.

2. Purpose. The Christians in the western part of Asia Minor, for whom, during the latter part of the 1st cent., the book was specially written, had evidently been undergoing great trials. The purity of their Churches was sullied by teaching which condoned immoral and heathen practices, and by growing worldliness: cp. Revelation 3:2, Revelation 3:17. They had experienced persecution, both from the religious hatred of the Jews (cp. Revelation 2:9; Revelation 3:9) and from the Roman government. Under the Roman government, religion had become largely identified with Imperialism. Temples had been dedicated, in various places, to Rome and the emperor, and the emperor had been called 'Lord and God.' To a Christian, worship such as this was blasphemy (cp. Revelation 13:1, Revelation 13:12, Revelation 13:14.), and, rather than join in it, many had died: cp. Revelation 2:13; Revelation 6:9; Revelation 13:15; Revelation 17:6; Revelation 18:20, The book was written during a lull in the persecution, which would, however, be temporary: cp. Revelation 2:10; Revelation 6:11; Revelation 11:7. Thus the times were dark and threatening for the Christian Church. Christians were not only shut out from all the splendour and glory of life, from the honours and ambitions, from the riches and festivities which they saw daily in surrounding heathen society, but which they must not taste. They were not even allowed to live their simple lives in their own way. All the power of the empire was being directed upon them in inflexible hostility, and if they would not yield it seemed as if they must be crushed. Christ had promised His perpetual Presence, but they felt no lifting of the weight of the Roman hand. Christ had promised to come again, and they yearned for His coming that He might deliver them, but it seemed as if they yearned in vain. And in this strain and stress came the seducing advice of 'Jezebels' (cp. Revelation 2:20), bade them save their lives and win security by outward conformity to heathen requirements and heathen ways.

So, to brace them to endurance, came the message of the Revelation. The things which were seen, rich and mighty though they appeared, were temporal, about to pass away; but the things which were not seen were eternal and to abide for ever. God was on His throne, and the future of the world was in the hand of Christ. The persecuting empire was inspired and supported by Satan, but God. was stronger than Satan. Satan had already been conquered, essentially, by the work of Christ, and his overthrow, and the overthrow of his instruments, would soon be seen openly on earth. Rome, the persecuting empire, the heathen worship and priesthood, and the wicked of the earth, were all to fall before the conquering Christ. Last of all would be the general judgment, and then the incomparable and eternal bliss of the New Jerusalem, In these ways Christ would come, and come quickly.

Therefore let Christians bear manfully their perils and pains. There was nothing strange in the demand that was made upon them. Christ Himself had endured before them. It was by death that He had won His victory, and their victory was to be won in the same manner. Therefore death for Christ was not defeat but overcoming, and great glory with Christ would be the reward of those who so overcame.

3. Interpretation. Our interpretation of Revelation depends upon what view we take as to the period of the Church's history to which the figures and scenes preparatory to the climax of the book refer. There have been three chief schools of interpretation. One school (called the 'Futurist') regards the book as dealing with the end of the world, and with events and persons which will immediately precede that end. The 'Historical' school sees in the book a summary of the Church's history from early days until the end. The 'Preterists' look back to the past, and interpret the book as having to do with the times in which it originated. A fourth method sees in the book symbolical representations of good and evil principles, common to every age, and to be understood spiritually. According to this last method, the New Jerusalem, e.g., would be explained as representing the blessedness, even in this earthly state, of true believers whose lives are hid with Christ in God.

The sketch of the purpose of the book will have shown that the 'Preterist' view is at the basis of the present Commentary, The probability of this view is supported by the analogy of other apocalypses. And it seems natural to suppose that the book would be meant to be intelligible by those to whom it was addressed, and would have arisen out of the circumstances of their state. Moreover, the language and the figures of the book are found to fit the condition of the early days of Christianity, and to yield, on this system, a consistent and unforced interpretation. The advocates of the other systems have differed widely among themselves, e.g. explaining the woman (Revelation 17) and the beasts, now to mean the Roman Church and the Pope, now the Turks and Mohammed, now the French Revolution and Napoleon. But while this Commentary adapts the Preterist view, it is not denied that, the principles of God's government of the world being always the same, practical use may be made of visions and figures which refer to past circumstances by applying the principles which they reveal to the events with which we ourselves have to do.

The question remains whether those predictions which have to do with the millennium, i.e. the thousand years during which Christ would reign on earth (cp. Revelation 20:4.), were meant to be understood literally or spiritually. The earliest interpretation was literal. Those who accepted the book expected a literal reign of Christ on earth. It was for this reason that many, not believing in a literal millennium, would not accept the book as canonical. It was only the spread of spiritual interpretation, by which the 'thousand years' denoted the present period of the Church, the view advocated by Jerome and Augustine, that enabled the Church as a whole to receive the book.

4. Unity. The structure of Revelation is not what might have been expected. We might have expected a prophecy which passed on in regular course, developing evenly from stage to stage until the end was reached. Instead of this we find progression indeed, but of a rough and uneven nature, and a number of dissimilar and abrupt visions and figures, often not so much flowing one out of another as piled one upon another. During the last twenty years some critics have attempted to account for these features by supposing, either that the book is composed of two or three earlier apocalypses, worked over and fitted together by a Christian editor, or else that the author drew upon various older materials, fragmentary in character, which he has used and incorporated.

The former of these theories seems to be improbable. The book certainly follows out a plan, even though it be roughly. And critics have not agreed in the results of their attempts to dissect the book and to display the joints and lines of union. But it seems more likely that the writer made some use of older materials. It is certain that he made large use of the OT., especially of Ezekiel and Daniel, e.g. cp. Revelation 1:13; Revelation 4:6.; Revelation 13:1.; Revelation 18:9. It is not, on the face of it, unlikely that some of the figures which cannot be traced to OT. sources may have been derived from lost or traditional materials, eg. Revelation 11 f. We can see, indeed, that Jewish, and even heathen, ideas and beliefs were so used by the writer, and were given a Christian meaning: cp. Revelation 2:17; Revelation 9:1; Revelation 9:14; Revelation 13:3, Revelation 13:18; Revelation 16:5, Revelation 16:7; Revelation 17:16; Revelation 20:2-4. However, if this theory be true, we should suppose that the writer's use of such materials would be parallel to his use of the OT. He never slavishly copied from the OT., but employed and adapted OT. language and figures as if they were so familiar to him that he naturally expressed himself by their means. Similarly he may have pondered upon existing apocalyptic materials until they had become part of the furniture of his mind. The striking parallels of Rev. with Matthew 24 = Mark 13 = Luke 21, Luke 17:20-37; Luke 12:35-48, seem to show the dependence of the author of Rev. upon the discourse of Christ on the Mount of Olives. E.g. cp 11, 'which God gave unto Him,' with Matthew 24:36; 'shortly come to pass,' with Matthew 24:34 while Revelation 2 f. show that the situation foretold in Matthew 24:9-14 is present. Cp. also Revelation 6:1-8 with Matthew 24:3-14; Revelation 6:12-17 with Matthew 24:29-31; Revelation 8:1 with Matthew 24:21; Revelation 8:7-12 with Matthew 24:29; Luke 21:25.

5. The Visions. Supposing that some part of the theories mentioned in the last section be true, how can it be said that St. John received the contents of the book in a vision? The answer is threefold. (1) It is not necessary to understand the book as claiming to have been wholly received, as it stands, in one vision at one time. The first vision was received in Patmos. Others may have followed at subsequent times. (2) It is not necessary to suppose that the very words of the book were taken down, as if from dictation, by the writer. The writer claims to be a prophet (cp. Revelation 10:11; Revelation 22:6, Revelation 22:9), and in the exercise of his gift he may have developed afterwards the facts which were revealed to him by vision. (3) The memory of previously acquired knowledge cannot but have a large share in the apprehension of truths divinely received. Such truths must be rendered into a language previously learned; and if they are rendered into figures previously assimilated, that is only another form of the same process. And the vision itself may, perhaps, be divinely adapted to the language and figures which are already contained in the mind of the recipient of the vision.

6. Authorship. The writer of the book calls himself 'John': cp. Revelation 1:1, Revelation 1:4, Revelation 1:9; Revelation 22:8. No other description or definition is given. To the early Christian Church, 'John' would signify John the Apostle. Besides this, the writer was of account among the Churches of the Roman province of Asia, and was in exile in Patmos. Early Christian tradition asserts both these things of St. John. It would seem, therefore, that the book was written either by the Apostle, or by some one who wished it to be thought the work of the Apostle.

The external evidence for the apostolic authorship is very strong, coming from Fathers in all parts of the Church. The earliest witnesses are Justin Martyr (cirRevelation 140 a.d.), and probably Melito, bishop of Sardis (cirRevelation 170), and Theophilus, bishop of Antioch (cirRevelation 180). Irens Bus, bishop of Lyons (cirRevelation 180), who had known Polycarp the disciple of St. John, distinctly says that it was written by the Apostle. The apostolic authorship is also witnessed to by the Muratorian Fragment (cirRevelation 200), Tertullian (cirRevelation 220), Hippolytus, bishop of Ostia (cirRevelation 240), Clement of Alexandria (cirRevelation 200), Origen (cirRevelation 233), and Victorinus, who wrote the earliest extant commentary on Rev., and who was martyred under Diocletian (303).

On the other hand, an Asiatic sect of the end of the 2nd cent., known as the 'Alogi,' rejected all the writings of St. John, and among them Rev. They did not appeal to any knowledge or tradition as to the authorship, but said that they found the book unprofitable, and that there was no Church at Thyatira. Their rejection of St. John's writings was probably caused by their doctrinal views. Caius, a presbyter of Rome (cirRevelation 200), ascribed the book to Cerinthus, a heretical teacher, who lived at Ephesus in the reign of Domitian, in whose system were combined elements derived from Judaism, Christianity, and Oriental speculation, and whose tenets seem to be opposed in the Gospel and Epistles of St. John. Both the Alogi and Caius opposed the Montanists, who appealed to Rev. in support of their views.

Dionysius of Alexandria (cirRevelation 250) denied the apostolic authorship, but wholly on critical grounds, arguing from the language of the book, and from its unlikeness to the Gospel and to the First Epistle. He thought it must have been written by another John, perhaps John Mark, and said that he had heard that there were two tombs at Ephesus, each called that of John. Eusebius of Caesarea tells us that Papias spoke of a 'John the Presbyter,' distinguishing him from the Apostle, and he hazards a guess that possibly this Presbyter was the John of Revelation.

It will be seen that the evidence of tradition is altogether in favour of the apostolic authorship of the book. Those who rejected it did so on grounds of internal evidence, which we are as competent to judge as they were. The internal evidence, i.e. the matter and style of the book, does at first sight make it difficult to accept the apostolic authorship. The Greek of the other writings of St. John in the NT. is smooth and free from barbarism, while that of Rev. is the reverse. But this may be accounted for by the character of the books. The Gospel and Epistles were probably written calmly and meditatively, repeating much that the Apostle had been in the habit, for years, of saying to his flock in Greek-speaking Ephesus. But St. John was a Jew, although a Greek dress had come to surround his thought. In Rev. he is borne along by the rapture of his visions, and the Jew that he was by nature and by upbringing might, not unnaturally, have burst through the Greek veneer. Besides this, it is plain that the writer's mind, at the time of writing, was filled with the Jewish Scriptures, and with Jewish apocalypses, and it may have seemed to him fitting that the style of the new Apocalypse he was producing should be in harmony with other apocalypses which both he and his first readers knew. The Hebraic style may have seemed to him to be almost as much a necessity for an apocalypse as the symbolic and figurative material. There would be nothing forced or unreal about this, for Hebrew was native to St. John, while Greek must have been to him always more or less artificial. This consideration will increase in force if, as is quite likely, eighteen or twenty years were spent by St. John in Greek-speaking Ephesus between the writing of Revelation and the writing of the Gospel and Epistles.

As to the language. It is true that characteristic words and thoughts of the Gospel do not appear in Rev. On the other hand, it is only in the Gospel and First Epistle of St. John and in Rev. that Christ is called 'the Word'(cp. John 1:1; Revelation 19:13). The title 'Lamb,' so frequently applied to Christ in Rev., reminds us of John 1:29, John 1:36, though the form of the word is slightly different; the symbol of the Shepherd applied to Christ (cp. Revelation 7:17; John 10:1, John 10:27.; John 21:16), and the figure of living water, or water of life, are common to Gospel and Rev.; and there are other striking likenesses, such as the words translated 'true' (Revelation 3:7 etc.), 'overcome,' 'keep,' 'witness,' 'testimony.' On the whole, the difference between the style of the Gospel and Rev., though great, can be accounted for, and does not seem to outweigh the very strong and early testimony to the apostolic authorship of Revelation.

The doctrinal teaching of Rev. may be regarded as that of the Fourth Gospel at an earlier stage. Westcott pointed out that' the main idea of both is the same. Both present a view of a supreme conflict between the powers of good and evil... In the Gospel the opposing forces are regarded under abstract forms, as light and darkness, love and hatred; in the Apocalypse under concrete and definite forms; God, Christ, and the Church warring with the devil, the false prophet, and the beast.' In both books history and vision lead to the victory of Christ, and His Person and work are the ground of triumph. Both books lay stress on personal 'witness.' Both present the abiding of God with man as the issue of Christ's work (John 14:23; Revelation 3:20; Revelation 21:3).

But there are important contrasts. In Rev. Christ's coming is outward; while in the Gospel it is spiritual, and judgment is self-executing. In Rev. the 'future' is historical; in the Gospel it is present and eternal. In Rev. the conception of God follows the lines of the OT in the Gospel God is revealed as the Father, and specially in connexion with the work of redemption.

The portrayal of Christ in Rev. is in harmony with that in the Gospel. His humanity and His redemptive work are recognised (Revelation 1:5, Revelation 1:7; Revelation 5:5, Revelation 5:9; Revelation 7:14; Revelation 11:8; Revelation 12:11; Revelation 14:3.; Revelation 22:16), followed by His exaltation. Christ is wholly separated from creatures. He possesses divine knowledge (Revelation 2:2, Revelation 2:9, Revelation 2:13, Revelation 2:19, Revelation 2:23), and divine power (Revelation 11:15; Revelation 12:10; Revelation 17:14; Revelation 19:16), 'He receives divine honour (Revelation 5:8.; Revelation 20:6), and is joined with God (Revelation 3:2; Revelation 5:13; Revelation 6:16.; Revelation 7:10; Revelation 14:4; Revelation 21:22; Revelation 22:1, Revelation 22:3), so that with God He is spoken of as one (Revelation 11:15; Revelation 20:6; Revelation 22:3); He shares also in part the divine titles (Revelation 1:7; Revelation 3:7; Revelation 19:11).' His pre existence is recognised in passages (Revelation 1:17; Revelation 2:8; Revelation 3:14; Revelation 19:13) in which we have an earlier form of the truth unfolded in John 1:14 : see Westcott, 'Intro. St. John,' pp. lxxxivf.

7. Date. The state of the Churches at the time of writing (Revelation 2 f.) was such that we should suppose that some considerable time had elapsed since their foundation. They were infected by heresy and by worldliness. The connexion of St. Paul with Ephesus seems to have been a thing of the past, and his martyrdom is, perhaps, referred to in Revelation 18:20. Persecution had been violent, Rome was 'drunk with the blood of the saints '(Revelation 17:6); and fiercer persecution was expected (Revelation 3:10; Revelation 13:7, Revelation 13:16.). All this seems to point to a date after the persecution of Nero, 68 a.d., and before that of Domitian, 95 a.d. Professor Ramsay argues that the character of the persecution referred to in Rev., in which the Christians seem to have suffered, not under accusation of specific crimes, but 'for the Name' (cp. Revelation 2:13; Revelation 6:9; Revelation 12:11; Revelation 17:6), demands that Rev. should be dated, not under Nero, but under Domitian. However, 'the testimony of Jesus' does not mean 'witness borne to Him,' but 'the revelation made by Him.' The use probably made of the popular expectation of the return of Nero from hell (Revelation 13:3; Revelation 17:8, Revelation 17:11) would imply that some years had elapsed since Nero's death.

If Revelation 11:1. is to be literally understood, the book would have to be dated before the destruction of Jerusalem, 70 a.d. But the passage, probably, should have, in its present context, another interpretation: see notes.

C. Revelation 17:7-12 (see notes) seems clearly to indicate that the book was written in the reign of Vespasian (69-79). With this most of the considerations referred to above agree. We suppose, therefore, that the book was written about 77 a.d.

On the other hand, primitive tradition asserts that the book was written towards the end of the reign of Domitian, cirRevelation 95 a.d. This tradition probably rests on the statement of Irenaeus, cirRevelation 180. Either Irenaeus was mistaken, or else in Revelation 17 St. John was making use of an earlier apocalypse, perhaps that which was the original of part of Revelation 11.

8. Canonicity. More evidence exists for the early use of Rev. than for any other book of the NT. In the section on 'authorship' early authorities have been quoted. Besides these, Papias, a friend of Polycarp the disciple of St. John, bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygia in the early part of the 2nd cent., probably used the book. Andreas, a bishop of the 9th cent., who wrote a commentary on Rev., states that Papias maintained 'the divine inspiration' of Rev., and Eusebius says that Papias expected an earthly reign of Christ for 1,000 years,' not understanding correctly those matters which (the apostolic narrations) propounded mystically in their representations' (Euseb. III. 39).

The Churches in Lyons and Vienne (177) regarded Rev. as Scripture. Apollonius (cirRevelation 210), who was perhaps a bishop of Ephesus, is said by Eusebius to have made use of testimonies from Revelation.

But while the Western Church always accepted Rev., doubts about it sprung up in the Eastern Church. This attitude was probably influenced by opposition to the advocates of a literal millennium (or reign of Christ on earth for 1,000 years), and to the Montanists, all of whom were warm upholders of the book. Dionysius of Alexandria, who concluded on critical grounds that St. John was not the author of the book, has been referred to above; Eusebius was inclined to agree with Dionysius. 'The first Eastern commentary belongs to the 5th cent., the next to the 9th. Each begins with a defence against doubts as to the canonicity of the book.' It was only gradually that it came to be received generally, and, owing to the difficulty of its interpretation, its reception in modern times has not been so unqualified as that of the rest of the NT. Luther was at first strongly averse from the book, though, later, he printed it with Hebrews, James, and Jude in an appendix to his NT. Zwingli regarded it as non-biblical, and Calvin did not comment upon it.

9. Contents.

Revelation 1:1-3. Introduction, describing the contents of the book as an apocalypse, given by God to Jesus Christ, and signified by Him to John through an angel.

Revelation 1:4-8. Salutation, in which the distressed Church is pointed to God.

Revelation 1:9-20. Account of the vision of the glorified Christ, who bade St. John write to the Seven Churches the things which he saw.

Revelation 2, 3. Letters to the Seven Churches.

Revelation 2:1-7. The Church in Ephesus is praised for her steadfastness against false teachers and heathen persecutors, but called upon to repent of the coldness of her love. Revelation 2:8-11. The Church in Smyrna is about to suffer persecution. Let her endure it boldly, for it cannot hurt her true life. Revelation 2:12-17. The Church in Pergamum has been faithful in persecution. But she has been tolerant of immoral teachers, and of this she must repent. Revelation 2:18-29. The Church in Thyatira is increasing in faith and endurance, and in love to God and man. But a party in the Church have led unfaithful lives, and they will be punished unless they repent. Let the rest of the Church continue faithful.

Revelation 3:1-6. The Church in Sardis is sternly rebuked for her lack of earnestness. Unless she repents she must endure Christ's judgment. The few in Sardis who have kept themselves unspotted from the world shall enjoy the companionship of Christ in glory.

Revelation 3:7-13. The Church in Philadelphia is small and weak. But she has been faithful in persecution, and she is promised many converts, especially from among the Jews. Christ will guard this Church from the time of trial that is coming.

Revelation 3:14-22. The Church in Laodicea is lukewarm and self-satisfied. Let her see herself as she is, and humbly seek from Christ the supply of her needs. If she does so, He will richly bless her.

Revelation 4, 5. The Lord and Ruler of all.

Revelation 4:1. Vision of the Almighty, enthroned in glory and mercy, receiving the worship of heaven.

Revelation 5:1. The course of the future, predetermined by God in His secret counsel, is represented by a book, covered with writing and close-sealed, resting on the outstretched hand of the Almighty. It has been committed to Christ to make known and to carry out God's will for the future, and this because of His death.

Revelation 6. The Seals—Judgment pictured.

Revelation 6:1-8. The first four seals are opened. The victorious spread of the gospel is shown, and then the coming of war, famine, and pestilence.

Revelation 6:9-11. The fifth seal. Judgment delayed, and the reason. The martyrs are not forgotten by God. He gives them gladness and rest. But His judgment will fall upon the wicked world that slew them, when it has fulfilled its wickedness by slaying those who are yet to die for Christ. Revelation 6:12-17, The sixth seal. Judgment at last on the point of falling, at the day of the wrath of God and of the Lamb.

Revelation 7. Parenthesis—the Church's safety.

Revelation 7:1-8. The judgments of Revelation 6:3-8, spoken of here as 'the four winds,' will not hurt God's elect, every one of whom is marked out by Him, and their full number known. Revelation 7:9-17. Neither does the great persecution hurt God's people, for death brings them to glory.

Revelation 8, 9. The Trumpets—Judgment proclaimed.

Revelation 8:1-2,; The seventh seal shows the trumpets which herald Judgment, given to seven angels.

Revelation 8:3-5. The prayers of the saints do reach God, and the Judgment about to fall on the earth is His answer.

Revelation 8:6-13. The first four trumpets announce convulsions of nature, which portend the approach of the Day of Christ.

Revelation 9:1-12. The fifth trumpet, and the first woe, by the figure of stinging locusts from the abyss, proclaims that the wicked world shall suffer the spiritual torment which follows sin.

Revelation 9:13-21. The sixth trumpet, and second woe, proclaims ravages upon the idolatrous world by devastating armies.

Revelation 10:1 to Revelation 11:14. Parenthesis—the Church's safety.

Revelation 10:1.; After 'seven thunders,' which St. John is bidden to keep secret, he receives a fresh revelation, signified by a little book, which probably consists of Revelation 12 f.

Revelation 11:1, Revelation 11:2. The Christian Church, represented by the Temple, is to be preserved, although Judaism, represented by the outer part of the Temple buildings, is overthrown. Revelation 11:3-14. Yet it will be by death that the people of Christ, now represented by two witnesses, will be preserved. The Roman power will persecute and dishonour them. Yet in this they will be like Christ, and will share His glorified life.

Revelation 11:15-19. The seventh trumpet, proclaiming the consummation of mercy and judgment.

Revelation 12-14. Parenthesis—the Church's enemies.

Revelation 12:1-6. Under the figure of a woman opposed by a dragon, it is shown that the great enemy of the Church is Satan, and that it is his power which impels the Roman empire to persecute. He persecuted the Church of God before the birth of Christ, he persecuted Christ, and he persecuted the young Christian Church of Palestine. But Christ and His Church were preserved by God. 127-12. By the figure of a war in heaven, the Church is assured that she need not fear Satan, for by the work of Christ he has been conquered. Revelation 12:13-17. The persecution of the Gentile Church is the natural sequence of Satan's failure against the Church in Palestine.

Revelation 13:1-10. The second great enemy of the Church is the Roman power, signified by a beast. The power and dominion of the beast come from Satan, yet men worship both. For a limited time the beast is allowed by God to triumph over the Church. Revelation 13:11-18. The third enemy of the Church, the government of the Province of Asia, both civil and religious, is figured by a second beast, who causes all who will not join in idolatrous worship to be put to death.

Revelation 14. The enemies of the Church have been shown in the true evil character which underlay the glory and power of the empire. Now the Church is bid to contrast with the false glory of the empire the true glory of Christ and His people in heaven (Revelation 1:1-5), to hearken to the good news of the approaching manifestation of God, and of the fall of wicked Rome (Revelation 1:6-8), and to beware lest any fail of steadfastness, and fall away to the beast, for great will be the misery of such, while those who die in Christ are blessed (Revelation 1:9-13). Christ will gather in His own (Revelation 1:14-16), but the wicked will perish under the wrath of God (Revelation 1:17-20).

Revelation 15, 16. The Bowls—Judgment poured out.

Revelation 15:1-5. The wrath of God is about to be manifested. During a pause before it is launched, is heard, the triumphant praise of those who have come victorious from the beast, Revelation 15:6-8. Then the seven angels file forth from the heavenly Temple and receive seven bowls, full of the wrath of God, which they are to pour out on the earth.

Revelation 16:1-9. The first four bowls. Convulsions of nature afflict the ungodly, preliminary to the overthrow of the enemies of Christ.

Revelation 16:10, Revelation 16:11. The fifth bowl. The idolatrous people, instead of repenting at God's judgments, become full of blasphemous rebellion.

Revelation 16:12-16. The sixth bowl. The evil influence of the dragon and of the two beasts stirs up the rulers of the world to gather to battle against Christ.

Revelation 16:17-21. The seventh bowl. The end of the preparatory judgments is reached. All earthly powers are shaken, as the wrath of God is manifested to overwhelm the enemies of Christ, and, first among them, the city of Rome (Babylon).

Revelation 17, 18. The Overthrow of Rome.

Revelation 17:1. The city of Rome, pictured as a harlot, magnificently attired, enthroned upon the beast, and drunken with the blood of the martyrs, will be destroyed and burnt by the kings of the earth and by the beast.

Revelation 18:1-3. The Fall of Rome is announced.

Revelation 18:4-8. God's people are warned to quit her.

Revelation 18:9-19. The dirge over Babylon of those who loved her. Revelation 18:20. The exultation of those she has persecuted. Revelation 18:21-24. Renewed prediction of her Fall.

Revelation 19, 20. The overthrow of the Empire and its Asian idolatry, and of Satan, and the last Judgment of the wicked.

Revelation 19:1-10. Heaven glorifies God because of the overthrow of wicked Rome (Revelation 1:1-4), and because the marriage, of the Lamb is come (Revelation 1:5-10), Revelation 19:11-18. But before the marriage Christ comes forth to triumph over His remaining enemies, Revelation 19:17, Revelation 19:18. The completeness of Christ's coming victory signified by a cry to the vultures to gather to the prey.

Revelation 19:19-21. All the power of the Roman empire is concentrated against Christ, and the Pagan empire and its religion are overthrown, Revelation 20:1-3. The devil remains, but for a period of rest and happiness he will be prevented from inspiring a general attack upon Christianity. Revelation 20:4-6. This time of earthly rest was not for the Christians of St, John's day. Yet for them would be triumph and happiness with Christ after death, while the wicked were kept for the Last Judgment. Revelation 20:7-10, Once more, in the future, Satan's power will break forth in a final attack upon the Church. For the last time God will overthrow these enemies, and then the power of Satan will perish for ever. Revelation 20:11-15. Then will come the last Judgment of the wicked, after which there will be no more death.

Revelation 21:1 to Revelation 22:5. The Eternal Bliss of Heaven.

Revelation 21:1-8. St. John sees, as if from a distance, the heavenly home of the Redeemed coming down upon the new earth, and hears a description of its blessedness, Revelation 21:9-27. He is brought near, by one of the seven angels, to the 'New Jerusalem,' the Bride, so that he can view her in her security and beauty and holiness as the resting-place of God's glory and the home of the Church.

Revelation 22:1-5. Finally he is shown the inner life of the heavenly Jerusalem.

Revelation 22:6-21. Closing Section.

Revelation 22:6-9. The angel affirms the truth of the visions. Revelation 22:10-15. The prophecy now completed is to be used. The time is short. Blessed are they who shall share in the glories revealed, Revelation 22:16, Revelation 22:17. Christ declares that the Revelation has been sent by Him for the use of the Church. The Spirit in the Church, hearing Christ's voice, calls for His Advent, Revelation 22:18, Revelation 22:19. St. John warns those who hear the book read in the services of the Church that it is not to be falsified. Revelation 22:20. Christ repeats the promise of His coming, and St. John prays for it, Revelation 22:21. Benedictory prayer.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-20

The Vision of the Son of Man
St. John addresses 'the seven churches which are in Asia,' telling them of a vision of Christ, who bade him, write in a book what he saw and send it to them.

1-3. Introduction, describing the book as an 'apocalypse,' the Gk. word which signifies 'unveiling' or 'revelation.' This does not mean here the unveiling of Christ at His Coming, as in 1 Corinthians 1:7; 2 Thessalonians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:7, 1 Peter 1:13; 1 Peter 4:13, but the Revelation given by Christ. The book is, at the same time, a prophecy (cp. Revelation 1:3), because divinely communicated, and because of its exhortations which must be kept. It is, also, in the form of a letter: cp. Revelation 1:4; Revelation 22:21. Notice in this section the threefold arrangement of ideas, so common in the book.

1. Of] i.e. Christ is the real author. Shortly] the events were in the near future.

2. Record] RV 'witness.' Word of God] i.e. the revelation which God gave to Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:1). Testimony of Jesus] i.e. the witness which Jesus bore, the word of God which Jesus communicated: cp. Revelation 6:9; Revelation 12:17; Revelation 19:10.

And of all] RV 'even of all.'

3. Readeth] i.e. aloud, before the congregation. Prophecy] The writer is a prophet, i.e. his utterances proceed from the illumination of the Holy Spirit: cp. Revelation 22:7, Revelation 22:10; Acts 13:1; 1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 13:2; 1 Corinthians 14:3; Ephesians 4:11. An Apostle could be a prophet: cp. Ephesians 3:3.

4-8. Salutation, which sounds the keynote of the book, by proclaiming to the distressed Church the eternal power of God, the omnipresent and penetrating energy of the Spirit, and the redeeming Lordship of Christ, who will return to overcome His enemies.

4. John] We know of no John, except the Apostle, who had authority to address seven Churches. Seven] the number which signifies completeness. These seven Churches stand also for the whole Church of Christ. Asia] i.e. the Roman province of that name, which was the western part of what is now called Asia Minor. It included Mysia, Lydia, Caria, part of Phrygia, and islands off the coast.

Which is, etc.] i.e. the Eternal: cp. Exodus 3:14.

Seven Spirits] i.e. the Holy Spirit in His complete working: cp. Revelation 4:5; Revelation 5:6. 

5. Witness] cp. Revelation 1:2, Revelation 3:14; Psalms 89:37; John 18:37. First begotten] RV 'firstborn,' i.e. the first of the dead to enter life: cp. Colossians 1:18; Psalms 89:27. Washed] RV 'loosed,' i.e. as the Redeemer of slaves. In his own] RV 'by his.'

6. Kings] RV 'to be a kingdom,' i.e. a society under His kingship: cp. Exodus 19:6; 1 Peter 2:9. Priests] to offer spiritual sacrifices: cp. Hebrews 13:15. 1 Peter 2:5. Unto God, etc.] i.e. belonging to God and engaged in His service. RV'unto his God and Father'; spoken of Christ in His humanity: cp. Revelation 3:2, (RV) 12; Matthew 27:46; John 20:17. For doxologies addressed to Christ, cp. Romans 16:27; 2 Timothy 4:18; Hebrews 13:21; 1 Peter 4:11.

7. Behold, etc.] from Daniel 7:13. Cometh] i.e. at the Judgment: cp. Matthew 24:30; Matthew 26:64. Every eye, etc.] from Zechariah 12:10 : cp. John 19:37. Kindreds, etc.] RV 'the tribes of the earth': contrasted with the 'saints,' the people of Christ.

Wail because of]RV 'mourn over.'

8. Alpha and Omega] RV 'the Alpha and the Omega'; i.e. the Eternal One: cp. Revelation 2:16; Isaiah 44:6. In Revelation 22:13 the title is applied to Christ. Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Gk. alphabet. Lord] RV 'Lord God.' The Almighty] i.e. He who rules over all. The Gk. word is the LXX rendering of 'God of hosts,' i.e. God of the universe: cp. Amos 4:13.

9-20. The vision John received of Christ in glory. Christ is described in language which is drawn from the OT., especially from Daniel, and which is to be understood figuratively of the majesty and power of Christ. He is revealed as present, though unseen by men, in the midst of the Churches. His triumph after suffering and His present care are to nerve them to endure their tribulation victoriously.

9. Companion] RV 'partaker with you.'

Tribulation, etc.] RV 'the tribulation and kingdom and patience,' Patience] i.e. brave endurance. Of Jesus Christ] RV 'which are in Jesus.' Tribulation, kingdom, and patience are all found in union with Christ, and as such are to St. John the characteristic elements of the life of the Church. Patmos] a small, bare volcanic island in the Agean Sea, about 15 m. from Ephesus. For the word of God, etc.] i.e. probably he had been banished in punishment for his Christian preaching. 'It was the common practice to send exiles to the most rocky and desolate islands.'

10. Spirit] RV 'Spirit.' John was in a prophetic trance: cp. Acts 10:10. 2 Corinthians 12:2. Lord's day] the earliest known use of the term for 'Sunday': cp. Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2.

As of a trumpet] Archbp. Benson pointed out ('The Apocalypse') that this voice is that of the herald angel who called St. John to his work. This has been obscured by the false reading in Revelation 1:11. The angel's trumpet-voice is recorded again in Revelation 4:1. The angel directs St. John by his voice from afar in the first part of Bev.(cp. Revelation 10:4, Revelation 10:8; Revelation 11:1; Revelation 14:13), but after Revelation 17:1 accompanies him. 'As an ang of the Presence (cp. Revelation 8:2; Revelation 15:1, Revelation 15:5.), he is called Christ's angel and God's angel (cp. Revelation 1:1; Revelation 22:6), and his voice has been “out of heaven.” 'This angel speaks in Revelation 19:9; Revelation 21:5, Revelation 21:9, is referred to in Revelation 21:15; Revelation 22:1, and speaks again in Revelation 22:6, Revelation 22:10.

Other voices to be noted are, the 'great voice' of the Almighty (Revelation 11:12; Revelation 16:17; Revelation 21:3, Revelation 21:5.); the voice of Christ, 'as the voice of many waters' (Revelation 1:15, Revelation 1:17., Revelation 14:2; Revelation 16:15; Revelation 19:6; Revelation 22:7, Revelation 22:12-15, Revelation 22:16, Revelation 22:20); the voice of the living creatures, 'as a voice of thunder' (Revelation 6:1; Revelation 19:6); the voice of the elders, 'as the voice of harpers harping with their harps' (Revelation 5:8; Revelation 14:2); and the voice of the saints before God's throne, 'as it were the voice of a great multitude' (Revelation 7:9; Revelation 19:1, Revelation 19:6).

11. I.. last: and] RV omits. 

12. Candlesticks] see on v. 

20. 13. The Son] RV 'a son': see on Revelation 14:14, Daniel 7:13. To the foot] i.e. of kingly or priestly dignity. Girdle] cp. Daniel 10:5. 

14. White] denoting the purity and majesty of God: cp. Daniel 7:9. 

15. Fine] RV 'burnished': cp. Ezekiel 1:7; Daniel 10:6. Waters] cp. Ezekiel 1:24; 

16. Stars] see on Revelation 1:20. sword] A comparison with Isaiah 11:4; 2 Thessalonians 2:8 shows that this probably signifies that Christ has but to 'speak the word' and His enemies will be destroyed. He has absolute authority.

18. I am he that, etc.] RV 'and the Living one; and I was dead'; 'Living,' i.e. eternally, both before and after the Incarnation: cp. John 1:1, John 1:4, and OT. phrase 'living God.' The persecuted need not fear death, for Christ had died. Hell and of death] RV 'death and of Hades.' 'Hades' = OT. 'Sheol,' the world of the dead, not the place of punishment: cp. Isaiah 14:9; (RM) Isaiah 38:10; (RM) Matthew 16:18. He has the 'keys' because the time and manner of the death of each person are under His control. To think of this would give heart to the persecuted.

19. Hast seen] RV 'sawest,' i.e. this vision.

Which are] i.e. the state of the Churches.

Be] RV 'come to pass.' 

20, The mystery] i.e. concerning the mystery; 'mystery' = a hidden thing now revealed. Stars] i.e. lights in heaven.

Candlesticks] lights on earth. The Churches are represented by candlesticks (or 'lamp-stands'), because they are made to shed the-light of truth and goodness derived from Christ, the light of the world, upon the world around them. The flame is supported by the oil of the Holy Spirit: cp. Exodus 25:31; Zechariah 4:2; Matthew 5:14.

Angels] Each letter is addressed to the 'angel,' and the 'angel' is praised or blamed for the state of the Church. Many have thought 'angel' here = 'bishop,' but such a meaning is unknown elsewhere. Its' angel' is to each 'church' as the 'star' is to the 'lamp,' i.e. its heavenly counterpart. The angel, therefore, is a heavenly existence, corresponding to the Church on earth, but nearer to God. We need not suppose that each Church literally has such a being in connexion with it. St. John was writing in symbols, and using symbols which he found ready made. Translated from symbolic language into prose, 'angel' here probably means 'that perfect ideal which the Church imperfectly fulfils.'

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-29

The Epistles to the Seven Churches (Revelation 2:1 to Revelation 3:22)
Since 'seven' is the perfect number, the 'seven churches' represent all the Churches of the province of Asia. At the same time, the special circumstances of each Church are faithfully pictured in each epistle. Ramsay points out that St. John alludes, as well, to the special circumstances of each city. He suggests that the Churches are mentioned in the order in which a messenger carrying letters would travel. The letters, however, were not to be sent separately to the Churches. The book was to be taken as a whole. St. John adopted the familiar form of an 'apocalypse' through which to deliver his message, and added to that the equally familiar form of 'letters.' In every epistle Christ is described under an aspect, mostly drawn from Revelation 1:12., suited to the special needs of the Church addressed. Each Church is then assured that Christ knows it, whether for praise or blame, but always with love, and receives the exhortation suited to it, followed by a special promise with a special token.

The main purpose of the epistles is to give courage to the Church to pass victoriously through its trials. For this reason it is told of Christ's presence and help, and bid to look forward to the glory that Christ will soon give to those who overcome. The chief trials of the Church consist in persecution from heathen and Jews, and in corrupt teaching within. The false teaching is of the character denounced in 2 Pet. and Jude. It seems to have desired that Christians should be permitted to take part in the clubs and organisations of the heathen society around them, and in their festivals, permeated though they were with idolatrous observances.

1-7. To the Church in Ephesus Christ speaks as He who is present with the Churches (Revelation 2:1). The Church is praised for its work for Christ, its endurance of suffering, and its faithfulness to the truth (Revelation 2:2-3), yet it is blamed, not because of its deeds, but because the love which used to animate them has cooled (Revelation 2:4). Even for this fault repentance is necessary; a Church without love must perish (Revelation 2:5). To those members of the Church who pass victoriously through their trials, eternal life with God is promised (Revelation 2:7).

1. Ephesus] the metropolis and great commercial centre of the province of Asia, famous for a temple to Diana. After St. Paul's work in Asia was ended, Timothy was stationed there for a time (cp. 1 Timothy 1:3), with general authority, till 2 Timothy 4:9. Soon afterwards it became the home of St. John. After Roman times, the harbour of Ephesus, 3 m. from the sea, silted up, and the place decayed. Except for a small Turkish village, only ruins remain.

2. Apostles] i.e. traveling envoys representative of Christ, in a sense not limited to the twelve: see on Romans 16:7. The title was claimed by some to whom it was not due. Hast.. liars] RV 'didst find them false': cp. 2 Corinthians 11:3, 2 Corinthians 11:13.

4, First] i.e. at the beginning of their Christian course. 

5. First works] i.e. such as those inspired by their early love. I will come.. quickly] RV 'I come to thee.' Remove thy candlestick] If the flame of Christian love dies down, the candlestick will be put away as useless, i.e. the organised Church will come to an end: cp. John 15:6. The Church in Ephesus flourished for centuries, so we may presume that it did repent.

6. Nicolaitanes] Mentioned again in the letter to Pergamum, in connexion with Balaam (Revelation 2:14.), and probably referred to in the letter to Thyatira (Revelation 2:20.). It has been supposed, from the mention of Balaam, that they were Antinomians, i.e. men who held that Christians were not bound by the moral law, and that sin was no sin for those who had faith: cp. 1 Corinthians 6:13.; 1 Corinthians 8:9.; 1 Corinthians 10:28; Galatians 5:13; 2 Peter 2:1, 2 Peter 2:14. Judges 1:4, Judges 1:11. It has also been suggested that they may have claimed the authority of the deacon Nicolas (cp. Acts 6:5); but perhaps St. John used the term 'Nicolaitan 'as a Greek word representing the Hebrew 'Balaam.' Ramsay thinks that the 'Nicolaitans' were some who attempted to effect a compromise with the established usages of Grseco-Roman society, permeated with luxury and tainted with idolatry though these were, and that they also wished to comply with the State's demand, and show their loyalty by burning incense before the emperor's statue, St, John saw, as St, Paul did in 1 Cor., that the Church must conquer the imperial idolatry, or be itself destroyed (Ramsay, 'Letters to the Seven Churches,' pp. 299f.). By 115 a.d. Ignatius wrote to the Ephesians, 'in your midst no heresy has its dwelling.'

7. He that hath, etc] cp. Christ's words, Matthew 11:15, etc. The Spirit] John was under the influence of the Spirit: cp. Matthew 1:10. Overcometh] i.e. continuously. The Christian life is a continual fight against sin and tribulation, and this book's purpose is to give heart to overcome.

To eat of, etc.] i.e. he shall have eternal life: cp. Revelation 22:2; Genesis 2:9. Paradise] a Persian word for 'garden,' used in LXX for the garden of Eden. The later Jews employed the word to denote various ideas of heavenly blessedness: cp. Luke 23:43; 2 Corinthians 12:4. Here it is equivalent to the New Jerusalem of Revelation 21 f.

8-11. To the Church in Smyrna Christ speaks as the Eternal, who tasted death, and whose death ended in life (Revelation 2:8). There is no blame for this Church. It is praised for its endurance of tribulation and poverty, and for its spiritual condition (Revelation 2:9). More persecution is to be expected, which may be borne without fear. After death for Christ, nothing but life will follow (Revelation 2:10.).

8. Smyrna] about 50 m. N. of Ephesus, was a wealthy port and the most splendid city in the province of Asia. In 26 a.d. a temple was founded there in honour of Tiberius. Polycarp, its bishop, was martyred 155 a.d., when he had served Christ 86 years. Smyrna was the last stronghold of Christianity in Asia Minor, and even now is called by the Turks 'Infidel Smyrna' (HDB.). Is alive] RV 'lived again,'

9. Works, and] RV omits. Rich] i.e. spiritually: cp. Matthew 6:19; James 2:5. Blasphemy] RM 'calumny,' i.e. which thou sufferest.

Say they are Jews] i.e. they are Jews in name only: cp. Revelation 3:9; Romans 2:29. The Apostle uses the name as an honourable one, equivalent to 'those who are not Gentiles, but are the people of God.' By their enmity to God's will and word, these men, Jews by race, had forfeited their position of privilege, and had become as bad as Gentiles. It is implied that it is the Christian Church in Smyrna which has succeeded to the privilege: cp. Romans 2:28. Jews joined in the martyrdom of Polycarp. Synagogue] i.e. congregation: cp. Numbers 20:4; Numbers 31:16. Of Satan] i.e. they called themselves God's, but were serving Satan.

10. Devil] Persecution is prompted by the devil: cp. Revelation 12:17; Revelation 13:4; 1 Peter 5:8. Prison] i.e, as a prelude to execution. Tried] cp. James 1:3, James 1:12; 1 Peter 1:7; 1 Peter 4:12. Ten days] not lit.; the persecution would be short and sharp. Faithful] Ramsay suggests that here, as in each letter, St, John refers to the local history of the city, Smyrna was honoured for its faithfulness to Rome, Cicero calling it 'the most faithful of our allies,' It was also proud of its 'Crown,' which was 'the garland of splendid buildings encircling the rounded hill Pagos.' A crown] RV 'the crown,' i.e. eternal life will crown your victorious death. 

11. Second death] a Jewish phrase for the final condemnation of sinners: cp. Revelation 20:6, Revelation 20:14; Revelation 21:8; Matthew 10:28.

12-17. To the Church in Pergamum Christ speaks as He who destroys the wicked (Revelation 2:12). The Church is praised for faithfulness during a time when Christians might be called upon to deny Christ and worship the emperor. One of the Church, at least, had confessed Christ at the cost of his life (Revelation 2:13). Yet even this Church was corrupted by immoral teaching (Revelation 2:14.), and must repent, for a corrupt Church will suffer Christ's judgment (Revelation 2:16). Those who live victoriouly are promised heavenly food, and knowledge of Christ in their secret souls (Revelation 2:17).

12. Pergamos] RV 'Pergamum,' about 50 m. N. of Smyrna. Under the Roman empire it was resorted to by invalids, who attended for healing at the temple of Æsculapius. Until the 2nd cent. a.d. it was regarded as the capital of the province of Asia. Under Augustus a temple was built at Pergamum, probably 29 b.c., and dedicated to Rome and Augustus, and Pergamum became the centre of the imperial worship and 'Satan's throne.' 'It has continued to be a place of some consequence, preserving the ancient name Bergama, down to the present day' (HDB.).

Sword] As the centre of the worship of the emperor, Pergamum must have been the seat of authority, and the sword was the symbol of the highest order of authority. The message is that in the city in which the Roman proconsul has the power of life and death, Christ has power and authority greater than his (Ramsay).

13. Satan] i.e. the official authority opposing the Church. Seat] RV 'throne,' in the temple at Pergamum. Name] Christians had to conform to the State religion or suffer death. Even in those, etc.] RV 'even in the days of Antipas my witness, my faithful one.'

14. Cp. Numbers 25:1.; Numbers 31:16; Acts 15:28; 1 Corinthians 8:9-10; Judges 1:11. 

14, 15. Them] RV 'some.' Doctrine] RV 'teaching.'

15. Nicolaitanes] RV 'Nicolaitans in like manner,' i.e. the Nicolaitans held the teaching of Balaam: see on Revelation 2:6. Which thing I hate] RV omits. 

16. Repent] RV 'Repent therefore,' i.e. by casting out the Nicolaitans.

17. To eat] RV omits. Hidden manna] cp. Exodus 16:33; Hebrews 9:4; Jewish tradition held that the ark and its contents, including the pot of manna, were hidden by Jeremiah, and that they would be restored when the Messiah came. This tradition is used here to symbolise the bread of life: cp. John 6:31.

White stone] Ramsay explains this as a 'tessera,' i.e. a little cube of stone, ivory, or other substance, with words or symbols engraved on one or more faces. Here the 'stone' is simply to bear the name, and the stress of the passage is on the name. It is a stone, imperishable, because that which is to last is put on imperishable material; and it is white, as the fortunate colour.

New name] A new name implied entrance on a new life: cp. the new name given in baptism. So by this 'new name' is meant that the victorious Christian will enter upon a new and higher stage of existence. But the name is also the secret name of God (cp. Revelation 3:12), and it was anciently supposed that the knowledge of the name of God gave power over spirits. So the Christian, triumphant over persecution, will enter into life, and have new knowledge of God and new power.

18-29. To the Church in Thyatira Christ speaks in His majesty as Son of God (Revelation 2:18). The Church is praised for its increase in love and faith and the service of others, and its patience under trials (Revelation 2:19). Yet it harbours corrupt teaching (Revelation 2:20), and those who follow such teaching without repentance must suffer under Christ's chastening hand. Every member of the Church must be judged by what he himself does (Revelation 2:21.). But he who wins the victory over the temptations of the enemies of Christ, will share in Christ's glorious reign in light (Revelation 2:24).

18. Thyatira] a busy commercial city in the northern part of Lydia, between Pergamum and Sardis. Fine] RV 'burnished.'

19. Charity] RV 'love.' Service] RV 'ministry,' i.e. towards men: cp. Mark 10:43.

And thy works; and, etc.] RV 'and that thy last works are more than the first,' i.e. the Church was even more faithful and earnest than at the time when it was founded: see on Revelation 2:4. 

20. Notwithstanding', etc.] RV 'But I have this against thee, that.'

Jezebel] probably so called because she led astray Christians, as the wife of Ahab had led astray Israel. She seems to have been a prophetess, who taught that it was possible to be a Christian while remaining in ordinary pagan society and belonging to the social clubs which were characteristic of pagan life. These were idolatrous and luxurious, celebrating in a corporate manner the pagan religion and joining in common banquets carried out with revelry. This 'Jezebel' sanctioned. The minority of the Church who were against this teaching, yet tolerated 'Jezebel' ('sufferest'): see on Revelation 2:6. (See HDB.) To teach, etc.] RV 'and she teacheth and seduceth.'

22. Bed] i.e. the couch of the feasts, now changed into a couch of tribulation. Adultery] i.e. unfaithfulness to God. 

23. Death] RM 'pestilence.' Reins, etc.] i.e. the inner thoughts and desires: cp. Psalms 7:9; Jeremiah 17:10.

24. And unto the rest] RV 'to the rest.'

Doctrine] RV 'teaching.' Depths] RV 'deep things.' Speak] RV 'say'; i.e. these misguided Christians called their philosophical arguments 'deep things of God' (cp. 1 Corinthians 2:10), but they were really 'deep things of Satan': cp. Revelation 2:9. None other burden] probably a reference to the letter from Jerusalem: cp. Acts 15:28. The directions of that letter would guide them in the difficulties as to their relations with pagan society.

25. That which ye have] i.e. the faithfulness, etc: cp. Revelation 2:19. Hold fast] because the Deliverer is near.

26. Power] RV 'authority': cp. Psalms 2:8. Christ's disciples will share in His kingdom: cp. Revelation 20:4, Revelation 20:6; Revelation 22:5; 

27. Rule, etc.] quotation from Psalms 2:9. A figurative description of the victory of the Messiah in which His people would share. At this time 'Rome was the only Power on earth that exercised authority over the nations, and ruled them with a rod of iron, and smashed them like potsherds' (Ramsay). But the Christian, victorious through death, will be stronger than Rome and conquer Rome. Received] cp. John 10:18. 

28. Morning star] i.e. the glory of Christ, who brings in the perfect day: cp. Revelation 1:16, Revelation 1:20; Revelation 22:16; Numbers 24:17; 2 Peter 1:19.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-22

The Epistles to the Seven Churches (concluded)
1-6. To the Church in Sardis Christ speaks as He who gives the spirit and looks for spiritual life. There is no praise for this Church. Its life is without spiritual reality (Revelation 3:1). Yet, even now, awakening is within its power. But if it continue to sleep, Christ will come in sudden judgment (Revelation 3:2.). A few individuals have remained faithful. To them, and to all such, Christ promises gladness and life, and that He will acknowledge them as His (Revelation 3:3.).

1. Sardis] about 35 m. S. of Thyatira. When there was a kingdom of Lydia, before 549 b.c., Sardis was its capital. It was still an important city at the time of the Apocalypse, but is now only a ruin. Spirits] cp. Revelation 1:4; Romans 8:9.

Name] i.e. its Christianity was nominal.

2. Not found thy works perfect] RV 'found no works of thine fulfilled,' i.e. up to the proper standard. 

3. Received] i.e. the gospel: cp. 1 Thessalonians 2:13. Heard] RV didst hear'; Christ appeals to the memory of their conversion: cp. Galatians 3:1. As a thief] cp. Revelation 16:15; Matthew 24:43.

4. Names] i.e. persons: cp. Acts 1:15. Have not defiled] RV 'did not defile,' i.e. at some crisis of persecution, when most yielded: cp. Acts 7:14. Walk] i.e. spend their life. White] the colour of victory: cp. Revelation 3:5, Revelation 3:18, Revelation 6:11; Revelation 7:9.

5. The same shall be clothed] RV 'shall thus be arrayed'; 'thus' = 'as I am': cp. Revelation 1:13. Book of life] i.e. the number of Christ's people: cp. Revelation 13:8; Revelation 17:8; Revelation 20:12, Revelation 20:15; Exodus 32:32; Luke 10:20; Philippians 4:3.

7-13. To the Church in Philadelphia Christ speaks as He by whom alone comes entrance into the Church, the spiritual house of God (Revelation 3:7). The Church is praised for its faithfulness in persecution. Its own power is small, but Christ is with it, and He is giving it an opportunity for the conversion of some of those Jews who have aided the persecutors (Revelation 3:8.). The Church shall be brought safely out of the coming trial (Revelation 3:10). Christ will quickly come, therefore let the Church endure a little longer (Revelation 3:11). Those who 'overcome' shall have an honourable place in the heavenly sanctuary and a joyful knowledge of Christ (Revelation 3:12).

7. Philadelphia] 28 m. SE. from Sardis, a rather rich and powerful city. 'It had the most glorious history of all the cities of Asia Minor in the long struggles against the Turks' (Ramsay). It is still to a large extent Christian.

Key of David] a reference to Isaiah 22:22. As authority over the royal house was conferred upon Eliakim, so Christ has authority in the Church, above all earthly ministers, and it is really He who admits or excludes, who gives the 'open door' of Revelation 3:8.: cp. John 10:9; John 14:6.

8. An open door] i.e. the Church shall win converts: cp. 1 Corinthians 16:9; 2 Corinthians 2:12; Colossians 4:3, perhaps from the persecuting Jews (cp. Revelation 3:9), and perhaps also from the Phrygian land on the road to which Philadelphia lay. Hast not denied] RV 'didst not deny,' i.e. in a time of persecution. 

9. I will make] RV 'I give.'

Synagogue] see on Revelation 2:9. Evidently, here, Jews proud of their national privileges, and powerful in numbers and in wealth. No doubt they despised the Jewish Christians as traitors. Loved thee] cp. Isaiah 43:4.

10. The word, etc.] i.e. the message which sets forth 'patience,' i.e. steadfast endurance, as part of Christ's life and of the life of His people. Temptation] RV 'trial': a general persecution is foretold, but the Philadelphian Church will be so kept that, though they may suffer in outward matters, their life in Christ will be unharmed: cp. Luke 21:18. (RV). 

12. A pillar] i.e. he shall have a permanent place in the 'temple,' i.e. the Church, here the glorified Church: cp. 1 Kings 7:21; Galatians 2:9; Ephesians 2:20. 1 Peter 2:5. Temple] cp. 1 Corinthians 3:16.. Named, etc.] i.e. he shall receive the full knowledge and blessing of belonging to God, to the kingdom of Glory and to Christ: cp. Revelation 2:17; Revelation 19:12-16.

New name] Ramsay points out that about 17 a.d. Philadelphia had taken the name 'Neokaisareia,' that is, city of young Cæsar, and disused its own. No doubt at the same time a shrine of the young Cæsar, with priest and ritual, was established. Thus it wrote on itself the name of this imperial god, and called itself the city of the imperial god. With this St. John contrasts what Christ will do for His own. There will be a name written on the victorious Christian, which will be the name of God and the name of the 'Church,' and the new name of Christ: see on Revelation 2:17.

14-22. To the Church in Laodicea Christ speaks as He through whom alone comes true life with its riches and blessings (Revelation 3:14). The Church is blamed for luke warmness, self-satisfaction and worldliness (Revelation 3:15.). Instead of trusting in itself let it turn to Christ for the true riches (Revelation 3:18). He chastens the Church because He loves it. What it needs is zeal (Revelation 3:19). Even in this proud Church Christ humbly knocks at the door of each heart, and is ready to enter with blessing (Revelation 3:20). Those who share Christ's victory over the world shall share Christ's honour (Revelation 3:21).

14. Laodicea] SE. of Philadelphia and E. of Ephesus. Its site is now utterly deserted. In 60 a.d. Laodicea was destroyed by an earthquake, but did not accept help from the emperor for the rebuilding, as many cities did. It was a great banking centre. It was also famous for the glossy black wool of its sheep, and did a large trade in the garments made from the wool: cp. Revelation 3:17. An article called 'Phrygian powder,' used to cure weakness of the eyes, may be alluded to in Revelation 3:18. A bishop of Laodicea was martyred 166 a.d.

14. Amen] i.e. Truth (cp. Isaiah 65:16; RM); He is the Reality behind all passing things; His life is the life which is life indeed; His promises are sure; He can be trusted utterly.

Witness] see on Revelation 1:5. The beginning, etc.] i.e. He who is the source of all life: cp. Colossians 1:18. 

15. Cp. Matthew 21:31. 

16. An allusion to the nauseating effect of lukewarm water. 

17. Cp. Hosea 12:8; Matthew 23:12; Luke 1:52; James 2:1. 

18. Buy] cp. Isaiah 55:1. Raiment] RV 'garments': cp. Isaiah 55:4. Matthew 22:11. Anoint.. eyesalve] RV 'eyesalve to anoint thine eyes.' See] cp. John 9:40. 

19. Cp. Proverbs 3:12; Hebrews 12:6. 

20. Knock] cp. Song of Solomon 5:2; Luke 12:36. Hear] cp. John 10:4, John 10:28. Come in] cp. John 14:23. Sup] The blessings which Christ gives, both here and hereafter, are often spoken of under the figure of a feast: cp. Revelation 19:9; Matthew 25:1; Luke 22:29. With him.. me] cp. John 15:4; John 17:21.

21. Cp. John 16:33; John 17:24.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-11

The Glory of God
The Church has been encouraged in the midst of her tribulation and temptation by the vision of the presence and support of Christ. Now (Revelation 4, 5) a further series of visions begins, in which are shown, under figures, the forces by which the life of the Church is affected, or, in other words, those who are for her and those who are against her. She is shown God and the Lamb, and she is shown the devil, the beast, the false prophet, and the apostate city. Then she is shown the victory of Christ, and the eternal defeat of the powers of evil.

In Revelation 4, for the comfort of the Church, the greatness and majesty of God the Father is shown in language adapted from Isaiah 6 and Ezekiel 1, 10. He is portrayed, on His heavenly throne, sitting 'above the water floods,' surrounded by beings representative of the angelic creation and of the Church. These beings ceaselessly watch Him to do His will, and worship Him as Creator.

We are not to understand the imagery as literally descriptive of heaven, but as pictorial symbols of spiritual things: see on Revelation 5:5-7.

1. First voice] i.e. the voice of Revelation 1:10.

3. Jasper] i.e. according to some, the diamond; but according to Flinders Petrie (HDB. 'Stones, Precious'), the green jasper: cp. Revelation 21:11. The diamond would be emblematic of God's purity, the green jasper of His mercy. Sardine stone] RV 'sardius,' i.e. according to F. P., red jasper; emblematic of God's judgments.

Rainbow] the sign of mercy: cp. Ezekiel 1:27.

Emerald] F. P. thinks the word translated 'emerald' means rock crystal, which could show a rainbow of prismatic colours. 

4. Seats] RV 'thrones.' Elders] either representative of the Church of both dispensations (OT. and NT.); or, as some think, angelic beings: cp. Isaiah 24:23; Colossians 1:16. 

5. Lightnings, etc.] signifying awe-inspiring majesty and power: cp. Exodus 19:16. Seven Spirits] see on Revelation 1:4.

6. There was a sea of glass] RV 'as it were a glassy sea,' perhaps representing the waters that were above the firmament, Genesis 1:7. Over this the throne of God is looked upon as set: cp. Ezekiel 1:22. In the midst of, etc.] i.e. probably, supporting the throne. Beasts] RV 'living creatures': cp. Ezekiel 1:5. in Ezekiel 10:1-20 identified with the 'cherubim.' The 'cherubim' seem to have been emblematic of the forces of nature, especially of the storm-cloud: cp. Genesis 3:24; ('sword' perhaps = 'lightning'), Psalms 18:10. 'To the Heb. poet the cherubim are not only the attendants of Jehovah, but the bearers and upholders of His throne. The thunderclouds are the dark wings of these ministers of God: cp. 2 Kings 19:15; Psalms 80:1; Psalms 99:1; Isaiah 37:16... In later Jewish theology the cherubim take their place among the highest angels of heaven' (HDB.). Full of eyes] symbolising their unceasing watchfulness: cp. Ezekiel 10:12.

7. Beast] RV 'creature.' The four creatures were anciently taken as emblems of the four evangelists. 

8. Beasts] RV 'living creatures.' Rest not] RV 'have no rest'; cp. 'watchers' as title of angels, Daniel 4:13. Holy, etc.] see on Revelation 1:4 and Revelation 1:8; Isaiah 6:3. 

9. Those beasts] RV 'the living creatures.' Give] RV 'shall give,' i.e. whenever they give. 

11. Hast created] RV 'didst create.' For thy pleasure] RV 'because of thy will.' Are] RV 'were,' i.e. existed 'in His idea from all eternity; and when the appointed moment came, they ere created' (Milligan).

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-14

The Glory of the Lamb
The Church is shown that Christ is on her side. He has overcome by suffering. Now the future is for Him and His people, and He is worshipped with the Father.

1-4. A roll of a book, covered with writing on both sides, signifying the full contents of God's purposes for the future (cp. Ezekiel 2:9.), 'close sealed' (RV) with seven seals, i.e. completely hidden from the knowledge of angels and men, rests on the outstretched right hand of 'Him that sitteth on the throne,' signifying that God offers His will to be made known and His purposes to be worked out (Revelation 5:1). But no created being (RV 'no one') is fit to receive so high a mission (Revelation 5:2.), and St. John weeps, fearing lest the promise of Revelation 4:1 should fail (Revelation 5:4).

5-7. St. John is told that the victory which Christ has won has fitted Him to take and open the book. Christ in His royal power and strength is spoken of as 'the Lion that is of the tribe of Judah' (RV), a reference to Genesis 49:9, which was interpreted by the Jews of the Messiah (cp. Hebrews 7:14), and as the 'Root of David,' i.e. the stem or 'Branch' coming from the root (cp. Revelation 22:16; Isaiah 11:1, Isaiah 11:10; Jeremiah 23:5; Zechariah 3:8), another accepted designation of the Messianic King (Revelation 5:5). St. John looks for the Lion and sees a Lamb (cp. John 1:29, John 1:36), 'standing, as though it had been slain' (RV), i.e. recently slaughtered or sacrificed. The reference is to Isaiah 53, and the meaning is that it was by His sacrifice that Christ had won His victory. By the Cross, the devil and the world were already essentially overcome (cp. John 12:31.; John 16:11, John 16:33; Colossians 2:15); and God's purposes for man, which depended on the Atonement of Christ, could now be carried out. It is implied that the persecuted saints, for whom this was written, were not to fear tribulation, because it was for them also the appointed means by which they should 'overcome.' The Lamb has seven horns and seven eyes, signifying the complete power and searching insight of the Spirit by which He rules His people and overthrows His enemies and carries out the divine purpose (Revelation 5:6): see on Revelation 1:4 cp. Revelation 4:6, Revelation 4:8; 1 Samuel 2:10; Daniel 7:7, Daniel 7:20; Zechariah 3:9. Then the Lamb takes the book (Revelation 5:7).

We are not to understand that Christ literally has the form of a Lamb. The figures of a Lamb, and of horns and eyes, were familiar to all students of the OT., and the truth about Christ was expressed to St. John's mind in vision under this familiar imagery, just as it might have been expressed solely by words. If figures and words were equally expressive of spiritual realities, either might be employed.

5. Prevailed] RV 'overcome.'

6. In the midst] i.e. in front of the throne. Beasts] RV 'living creatures.'

8-14. The Church, in her praise and prayer, sings the glory of the conquering Lamb. All angels and all creation join their chorus.

8. Vials] RV 'bowls'; as used in the Temple for incense. Odours] RV 'incense': cp. Revelation 8:3; Psalms 141:2. Saints] RV 'the saints,' i.e. the true people of God. 

9. Sung] RV 'sing.'

New] because belonging to the 'new' state of Redemption: see on Revelation 2:17 cp. Revelation 14:3.

Hast redeemed, etc.] RV 'didst purchase unto God with thy blood men of every tribe, and tongue,' etc.: cp. Acts 20:28. 

10. Kings] RV 'a kingdom': see on Revelation 1:6. Reign] i.e. have power over tribulation and sin: cp. Ephesians 2:6; 1 Peter 2:9. 

12. Sevenfold praise is rendered. 

13. The chorus of praise becomes universal. Creature] RV 'created thing.'

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-17

The Six Seals
The afflicted Church has been reminded in Revelation 4 f. that God is over all, and that the future is committed to the Lamb. Now (Revelation 6 - Revelation 8:1) she is shown that future, unrolling to its appointed end, i.e. the judgment of the enemies of God and the triumph of those who 'overcome.' The Lamb opens the seven seals. Apparently we are to understand that, as each seal is opened, a portion of that which is written in the book is revealed pictorially. Revelation 7 contains an episode between seals six and seven.

The first six seals. The key to this vision is the prophecy of Christ in Matthew 24:3-31. In that prophecy, Matthew 24:4-14 foretell the signs preceding the destruction of Jerusalem, Matthew 24:15-28 the destruction of Jerusalem, and Matthew 24:29-31 the signs which will precede the coming of Christ. There is the same threefold division in this c., but in place of the destruction of Jerusalem is the appeal of the martyrs to God, while the whole looks forward to the coming of Christ.

St. John had, doubtless, thought long on the prophecy recorded for us in Matthew 24. It was a natural effect of his memory that the vision should follow the lines of that prophecy; and, at the same time, our Lord saw fit to make further use of the thoughts already implanted in the Apostle's mind. The working of the same prophecy appears in the visions of the trumpets and the bowls.

1-8. Four riders are summoned, each by the word 'come' (RV omits 'and see'); cp. Zechariah 6:1., where the horses stand for the four winds, symbolising the divine judgments (Revelation 6:1).

The white horse and the crown of the first rider are symbols of victory, and for the bow cp. Psalms 45:4. The victorious progress of the gospel is perhaps represented (cp. Matthew 24:14), or, as many think, Christ: cp. Revelation 19:11; (Revelation 6:2).

The second and third riders represent war and famine respectively (Revelation 6:3-5). A 'penny' (cp. Matthew 18:28; RM) was the wages of a labourer for a day's work (cp. Matthew 20:2.); the 'measure' contained two pints. Judgment is tempered with mercy, for the wheat and the barley are not to be wholly destroyed, and the oil and the wine are to be uninjured (Revelation 6:6).

Then Death and Hell (RV 'Hades,' i.e. the 'underworld' of the dead) come to claim a fourth part, i.e. not the whole, of the ungodly, by God's four judgments of sword, famine, death (i.e. pestilence), and wild beasts: cp. Ezekiel 14:21; (Revelation 6:8).

9-11. The opening of the fifth seal reveals that the death of the martyrs is not unregarded by God. As they sacrificed their lives, they are represented as having been offered on a heavenly altar, at the foot of which their blood (or 'souls,' or 'lives': cp. Leviticus 17:11) has been poured out: cp. Exodus 29:12; (Revelation 6:9). Their blood is said to call out upon God, as Abel's did (cp. Genesis 4:10), and as every crime does, for punishment (Revelation 6:10). God is not unheeding, but the final judgment must wait till the number of the martyrs is fulfilled. Meanwhile these, having overcome (cp. Revelation 3:4.), are given robes of victory (Revelation 6:11).

10. Lord] RV 'Master.'

12-17. opening of the sixth seal the day of the wrath of God and of the Lamb is impending. The description is founded on the words of Christ: cp. Matthew 24:29. The prophets had expressed the awfulness of the 'day of the Lord,' by associating it with terrible catastrophes, and these are heaped together in this passage to create a picture of fear and ruin. The details are not to be literally understood: cp. Isaiah 2:10.; Isaiah 34:4; Isaiah 50:3; Jeremiah 4:24; Amos 8:9; Nahum 1:5. Haggai 2:6. Luke 23:30; Hebrews 12:26.

The picture seems to be, as it were, foreshortened to the Apostle, so that he is not able to see the length of the interval which separates the Fall of Jerusalem from the conquest of the empire by Christianity, nor of the interval which separates that conquest from the Day of Judgment. So throughout the book, yet see the 'thousand years' of Revelation 20.

17. His] RV 'their.'

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-17

The Redeemed
Two visions interposed between the sixth and seventh seals. There are similar episodes between the sixth and seventh trumpets and bowls.

1-3. Four angels are holding in check the four winds of God's judgments (Revelation 7:1), and are ordered not to release them until God's servants are sealed, i.e. marked as His: cp. Ezekiel 9:4; Ephesians 1:13; Ephesians 4:30; 2 Timothy 2:19; (Revelation 7:2.). These four winds may be the horsemen of Revelation 6:1. The meaning is, that Christians need not fear the judgments of Revelation 6. Not a hair of their head shall perish (Luke 21:18).

4-8. The complete number of God's people (see on Revelation 21:15.), and that a large one (144,000 is the square of 12 a thousandfold), is being gathered together for everlasting safety. The Church of Christ is spoken of in OT. language: cp. Romans 2:28. The tribe of Dan is not mentioned, perhaps because of a Jewish tradition that Antichrist was to come from that tribe.

9-17. St. John sees, in another vision, how the saints, the '144,000,' are preserved. They may not be delivered from death, but they will be delivered by death: cp. Luke 21:16. Robes and palms of victory (Revelation 7:9.) are for those who 'overcome,' and they are enabled to overcome by the 'blood,' i.e. by the communicated power of the sacrificed life of the Lamb: cp. Revelation 12:11; (Revelation 7:14). Their blessed state is pictured in sweet imagery drawn from the OT. (Revelation 7:15-17).

10. Salvation] i.e. victory: cp. Psalms 3:8; RM.

11. Beasts] RV 'living creatures.'

12. Sevenfold praise. 

14. Sir] RV 'My lord.' Great] RV 'the great.' Washed] cp. Revelation 22:14 RV. 

15. Dwell among] RV 'spread his tabernacle over': cp. Leviticus 16:2; Leviticus 26:11; Ezekiel 10:3.; Ezekiel 37:27. 

16. Cp. Isaiah 49:10. 

17. Feed] RV 'be their shepherd': cp. Psalms 23:1. Ezekiel 34:23. Living fountains of waters] RV 'fountains of waters of life': cp. Revelation 21:6; Revelation 22:1, Revelation 22:17; Jeremiah 2:13; John 4:10; John 7:37.

Wipe away] cp. Isaiah 25:8.

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-13

The Seventh Seal. The Four Trumpets
1. The seventh seal is opened. Heaven waits in hushed awe for a brief period.

Revelation 8:2 to Revelation 11:19. The Seven Trumpets.

2. The seven angels, regarded in later Jewish belief as having a special position in God's presence (cp. Tobit 12:15; Luke 1:19), are given seven trumpets, symbols of judgment: cp. Matthew 24:31; 1 Corinthians 15:52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16. It is best to understand the vision of the trumpets as being the contents of the seventh seal. This appears from the character of the events belonging to the first four trumpets, which spring from the third division of Christ's prophecy (Matthew 24:29. Luke 21:25.), and are parallel with the sixth seal: see on Revelation 6. Therefore the trumpets represent the judgments on the heathen world, especially on the Roman empire, to come after the Fall of Jerusalem. It will be noticed that the arrangement of the trumpets is parallel to that of the seals, and that there is an episode of two visions between the sixth and seventh trumpets as there was between the sixth and seventh seals 

3-5. The incense of the prayer of heaven is joined to the Church's prayer that Christ will not tarry, cp. Revelation 6:10; Romans 8:26; (Revelation 8:3.), and, in answer, the fire of God's judgment is cast on the earth, cp. Ezekiel 10:2; (Revelation 8:5), after which the sounding of the trumpets begins.

3. Offer it with] RV 'add it unto.'

4. Which came] RV omits. 

5. Were] RV 'followed.'

6-13. The first four trumpets announce convulsions of nature, affecting earth, sea, rivers and the heavenly bodies. The language is in part borrowed from the narrative of the plagues of Egypt, but the whole fourfold vision looks like the picture of a volcanic eruption. Destruction comes upon one-third only, i.e. the mercy is greater than the judgment. The details are not to be pressed. The general idea is that the convulsions of nature are the shadow cast before by the approach of the terrible day of Christ (Revelation 8:6-12).

After the fourth trumpet, an eagle (not 'angel,' as AV), whose swoop upon the prey is another symbol of judgment (cp. Hosea 8:1; Matthew 24:28), announces three woes upon the ungodly (Revelation 8:13). Each of the last three trumpets heralds one of these woes.

7. Hail and fire mingled, etc.] RV 'hail and fire, mingled,' etc. Upon the earth] RV adds, 'and the third part of the earth was burnt up.'

10. As it were a lamp] RV 'as a torch.'

13. Angel] RV 'eagle.'

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-21

The Fifth and Sixth Trumpets
These herald woes upon the ungodly and idolatrous, inflicted both by demonic and by human agency.

1-12. The fifth trumpet initiates the first of the three woes. A star fallen to the earth, i.e. an angel who has descended from heaven (cp. Revelation 1:20), not necessarily an evil angel (Revelation 9:1), opens the pit of the abyss. The 'abyss' is the abode of evil spirits or demons, and the 'pit' is the shaft which was supposed to lead to it. St. John uses this Jewish idea, which may have been derived from volcanoes, as a figure of spiritual things. At the opening of the pit smoke pours forth (Revelation 9:2), and from the smoke issue evil spirits with the appearance of locusts (Revelation 9:3). They are not to hurt green things, for they are not really locusts; but, besides being like locusts in their numbers and their devastating power, they are to be like scorpions in that they give pain to men, but only for a limited period—a visitation of locusts was usually limited to five months, from May to September. They are to afflict those who are not sealed: see on Revelation 7:1. (Revelation 9:4.). The description of the locusts is partly taken from Joel 1:6; Joel 2:1. No special significance need be sought in the details, which probably are only meant to increase the vivid terror of the picture (Revelation 9:7.). Unlike the locusts of Proverbs 30:27 they have a king, Abaddon or Apollyon, i.e. 'Destroyer' (cp. Job 26:6 RV Proverbs 15:11 RV): names which at first signified the place of the lost, and afterwards, as here, the ruler of the hosts of evil (Revelation 9:11). This vision may be regarded as a picture of the mental and spiritual misery which follows sin. It is a contrast to the fifth seal; cp. Revelation 9:6, 'seek death and in no wise find it,' with Revelation 6:11, 'rest': cp. Isaiah 48:22.

1. Fall from heaven] RV 'from heaven fallen.'

1, 2. Bottomless pit] RV 'pit of the abyss.'

9. RV inserts a comma after chariots.

10. And there were stings, etc.] RV 'and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men five months.'

11. RV 'They have over them as king the angel of the abyss,' etc.

13-21. The sixth trumpet sounds, and a voice from the altar answers the prayers of the martyrs crying for vengeance, cp. Revelation 6:9. (Revelation 9:13), by commanding the four angels, bound at the Euphrates, to be loosed (Revelation 9:14). Immense armies of horsemen issue forth, and kill the third part, i.e. a large number, but not the whole, of the ungodly: cp. Revelation 9:20. The Euphrates is the river of Babylon, and Babylon in this book represents Rome. Perhaps, therefore, this vision speaks of devastation caused by Roman armies, possibly in the civil wars that followed the death of Nero.

In the 'four angels bound,' St. John uses a familiar Jewish apocalyptic idea. Each country was supposed to have its angel or angels (cp. Daniel 10:13, Daniel 10:20), 'Prince of Persia,' 'Prince of Greece,' and see on Revelation 1:20. The four angels would be the invisible representatives of the hosts of 'Babylon,' i.e. Rome, and their 'binding' or 'loosing' would represent the spiritual cause of the restraint or letting loose of the armies. The angels were held in leash until the exact moment foreordained by God (Revelation 9:15). As with the locusts, the details of the description probably have no special meaning.

14. In] RV 'at.'

15. Were prepared] RV 'had been prepared.' An hour, etc.] RV 'the hour and day and month and year.'

17. Jacinth] RV 'hyacinth,' i.e. smoky blue.

20. Works of their hands] i.e. idols: cp. Psalms 115:4; Isaiah 17:8; Daniel 5:3.

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-11

The Little Book
Between the sixth and seventh trumpets, as between the sixth and seventh seals, is an episode consisting of two visions. The first vision is related in this c.

Another mighty angel (cp. Revelation 5:2), depicted as clothed with God's power and mercy, which he is commissioned to minister, comes from heaven (Revelation 10:1), holding a little book open in his hand. The book is different from that of Revelation 5, and contains a special revelation for St. John to make: cp. Revelation 10:11 (Revelation 10:2). Seven thunders utter their voices, apparently signifying that there will be a cycle of judgments not included in the seals, trumpets, and bowls (Revelation 10:3), but these St. John is forbidden by the herald angel (cp. Revelation 1:10) to record: cp. Daniel 12:4; (Revelation 10:4). The angel of Revelation 10:1 (Revelation 10:5) now declares (cp. Daniel 12:7) that the 'little time' of Revelation 6:11 shall be brought to an end (Revelation 10:6) in the days of the seventh trumpet, when God's eternal purpose of salvation, the revelation of which had gladdened the prophets of both dispensations (cp. Daniel 9:6, Daniel 9:10; Zechariah 1:6; Romans 1:1), shall be fulfilled (Revelation 10:7). At the command of the herald-angel, St. John takes the book (Revelation 10:8), and eats it. It is sweet in his mouth, but bitter in his belly (op. Psalms 119:103; Ezekiel 2:8.; Ezekiel 3:1.), signifying that it is sweet to him to receive God's revelation, but that its wrath and judgment fill him with sorrow (Revelation 10:9.). The two angels bid him announce the contents of this new revelation, which are, probably, to be found in Revelation 12 f. (Revelation 10:11).

3. Seven] RV 'the seven.'

7. Shall begin] RV 'is about.' Mystery] cp. Romans 16:25. As he hath declared] RV 'according to the good tidings which he declared.'

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-19

The Two Witnesses. The Seventh Trumpet
1-14. Second episode. There is much difference of opinion as to the meaning of this vision. Perhaps the key may be found in the parallelism of the book. There were two episodical visions after the sixth seal (see on Revelation 7), the first signifying that Christ's people were separated and preserved from God's judgments, the second that they were preserved not from but through death. The same meaning may be found here.

1, 2. The sanctuary and altar of Jerusalem, with the worshippers, are to be measured, i.e. with a view to preservation: cp. 2 Samuel 8:2; Ezekiel 40:3. (Revelation 11:1). But the court of the Gentiles has been given over, with the rest of the city, to the nations (Revelation 11:2). This is plainly a reference to, or prophecy of, the siege and capture of Jerusalem, 70 a.d., as foretold by Christ: cp. Luke 21:24. But it is to be interpreted symbolically. The temple, altar, and worshippers signify the Christian Church and its worship (cp. 1 Corinthians 3:16), which have arisen in the midst of Judaism, and which are to be preserved, although Judaism is doomed. The time named, 42 months, i.e. 3½ years (Revelation 11:2), the half of seven the holy number, is not to be understood literally. It was the duration of the persecution of Antiochus Epiphanes, and signifies a period, of whatever extent, in which evil had power: cp. Revelation 11:3, Revelation 12:6; Revelation 13:5; Daniel 7:25; Daniel 12:7.

3-14. But the people of Christ, although to be preserved, will be preserved through death. They are represented now under the figure of two 'witnesses' (cp. Acts 1:8), prophesying during the period of evil (Revelation 11:3). They are compared to the olive trees and candlesticks (Zerubbabel and Joshua) of Zechariah 4, because they give forth the light of the truth of Christ and are fed with the oil of divine grace (Revelation 11:4). They are also compared, in language which is meant to assure them of God's special favour and protection, to Elijah and Moses (Revelation 11:5.). Yet God's favour will be shown in preserving them not from but through death. The 'beast,' i.e. the Roman power (cp. Revelation 13:1 note, Revelation 17:8) will persecute them to the death (Revelation 11:7). There is, perhaps, an allusion to the death of two godly men in Jerusalem, of whom James, the Lord's brother, may have been one. As their dead bodies were treated with dishonour by the Jews, so, too, will the heathen dishonour the martyred Christians. But in all this they are identified with Christ (Revelation 11:8.), and will share His life with God (Revelation 11:11.). In the judgment which falls upon the wicked world, of which Jerusalem, now that the Christian Church has been separated from her (Revelation 11:1.), has become a figure ('Sodom,' 'Egypt,' 'great city,' Revelation 11:8 see on Revelation 14:8), many are converted: cp. Acts 2:23, Acts 2:37. (Revelation 11:13.).

1. The angel stood, saying] RV 'one said.'

2. Out] RV 'without.'

3. RV 'And I will give unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy'—a Hebraism for 'cause them to prophesy.'

5f. Cp. Exodus 7:19; 1 Kings 17:1; 2 Kings 1:10; Luke 4:25. 

5. Will.. will] RV 'desireth to.. shall desire to.'

7. Bottomless pit] RV 'abyss': see on Revelation 9:2. Cp. Daniel 7:3, Daniel 7:7-21. 

8. Our] RV 'their.'

9. RV 'And from among the peoples and tribes and tongues and nations do men look upon their dead bodies.. and suffer not,' etc. 

10. They.. earth] i.e. the ungodly.

11. The Spirit] RV 'the breath': cp. Ezekiel 37:5, Ezekiel 37:10. 

12. A great voice] i.e. God's: cp. 2 Kings 2:11. 

13. Earthquake] see on Revelation 6:12.

15-19. The seventh trumpet sounds. This will bring about the consummation (cp. Revelation 10:7), and therefore the rest of the book is developed out of it. Instead of a silence in heaven, such as that which followed the opening of the seventh seal, St. John hears a heavenly chorus anticipating and celebrating the victory of the Kingdom which the seventh trumpet is to bring, and which is related in Revelation 12-20 (Revelation 11:15-18). Now is opened the temple of God in heaven, and in it is seen the ark of the covenant of mercy, and from it proceed lightnings and thunderings of judgment (cp. Revelation 8:5; Revelation 16:18, 'seals' and 'bowls') (Revelation 11:15). Of this mercy and judgment the following chapters narrate the exercise.

15. Kingdoms of this world] RV 'kingdom of the world': cp. Psalms 2:2. 

16. Seats] RV 'thrones.'

17. And wast, and art to come] RV 'and which wast.' To thee] RV omits.

Hast reigned] RV 'didst reign.'

18. Angry] RV 'wroth.' Is come] RV 'came.'

19. Testament] RV 'covenant.'

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-17

The Woman and the Man-Child. The Dragon
The persecution which the Church had already suffered, and which was about to burst forth again, is the great fact which underlies the whole 'Revelation.' The sufferings of the Church and its members have been referred to again and again, particularly in Revelation 11:1-13. In the 'seals' and the 'trumpets' the Church has been assured, in a broad and general manner, that God's judgments will fall upon the world of wickedness, and that the ungodly will bow before the power of the Lamb. In the remainder of the book (Revelation 12-22), the victory of Christ and His Church is foretold in more definite detail. The great enemies of Christ are brought forward, under the personifications of the Dragon (Revelation 12), the two Beasts (Revelation 13 f.), and the harlot City (Revelation 17). Then we are shown Christ's battle against them, and the complete overthrow both of them and of all evil (Revelation 18-20), after which the book ends with the glorious and everlasting blessedness of the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21 f.).

The first great enemy of Christ's Church, the cause of all the hostility against her, is Satan. Christ suffered his enmity, but passed through it triumphantly (Revelation 12:1-6). Satan is already conquered in principle (Revelation 12:7-9), though for a short time the Christian Church experiences his malignity (Revelation 12:10-17).

1-6. The Church, of both the OT. and NT. covenants, is shown under the figure of a woman, clothed with heavenly glory (Revelation 12:1) from whom the Messiah is about to come: cp. Isaiah 66:19; Micah 4:10. She is opposed by the devil (Revelation 12:9), pictured as a dragon, red with the blood of the saints: cp. Revelation 17:3. (Revelation 12:3). His seven heads and ten horns (cp. Daniel 7:7) represent the Roman emperors through whom he exercised his power. The seven crowned heads perhaps signify the seven emperors, from Augustus to Titus, who had really reigned. The ten horns may stand for the same emperors with the addition of Galba, Otho, and Vitellius: cp. Revelation 13:1; Revelation 17:10. (see chapter A. Scott, 'Century Bible: Revelation,' p. 53). The dragon waits to attack the Messiah (Revelation 12:4), but when He is born (cp. Psalms 2:8.), the dragon has no power over Him, and He is exalted to God's throne: cp. Philippians 2:9; (Revelation 12:5). The Church escapes from the dragon, as the Church of Israel escaped from Pharaoh into the wilderness, to be kept during a time of trouble: see on Revelation 11:2; (Revelation 12:6). The reference here may be to seasons of rest which the Palestinian Church experienced during the troubles which ended in the destruction of Jerusalem (cp. Acts 9:31), and to the escape of the Christians of Jerusalem to Pella before the siege: cp. Matthew 24:16.

1, 3. Wonder] RV 'sign.'

3. Crowns] RV 'diadems,' i.e. kingly crowns. 

4. Tail, etc.] i.e. he was huge and mighty: cp. Daniel 8:10.

6. Feed] RV 'nourish.'

7-9. The Christians for whom St. John wrote were beginning to experience persecution: cp. Revelation 2:3, Revelation 2:10; Revelation 2:13; Revelation 3:4, note, 10. Yet their victory is assured. This is symbolically expressed under the figure of a war in heaven between good and evil angels (Revelation 12:7) in which Satan and his host are conquered and cast down from heaven (Revelation 12:8.). The figure is derived from Jewish apocalyptic ideas, but the meaning for Christians is that in the Death and Resurrection and Ascension of Christ, Satan was already essentially conquered: cp. John 12:31.; John 16:33.

7. Michael] one of the four archangels: cp. Daniel 10:13; Daniel 12:1; Judges 1:9. 

9. Out] RV 'down.'

Serpent] cp. Genesis 3:1. Satan] i.e. 'adversary' (Heb.), or 'devil' (diabolos, Gk.): cp. Job 1:6; Psalms 109:6; Zechariah 3:1. Deceiveth] cp. John 8:44.

10-12. Satan being already potentially conquered, heaven celebrates in anticipation the victory which the persecuted saints will win because Christ died for them and gives them strength to die.

10. Accused] cp. 1 Timothy 3:6. 

11. By] RV 'because of' (twice). Word of, etc.] i.e. the word of Christ to which they testify.

13-17. The devil is not able to hurt a section of the Church, perhaps the Palestinian Church at Pella is meant, for God protects her. God's protection is described in terms of the deliverance of the exodus, when Israel was borne by God on eagles' wings, cp. Exodus 19:4; (Revelation 12:14), and escaped from Pharaoh into the wilderness, passing safely through the Red Sea ('water as a river,' Revelation 12:15.). This being so, Satan turns against the Church in Gentile lands (Revelation 12:17).

In this chapter St. John used figures which were frequently employed in Jewish apocalypses. These may have been derived originally from the ancient myth of the fight between the sun and darkness. Whatever was their original meaning, here they are symbolical of Christian truth: cp. note, Revelation 6, on St. John's use of the prophecy in Matthew 24.

15. Flood.. flood] RV 'river.. stream.'

16. Flood] RV 'river.'

17. Was] RV 'waxed.' Seed] cp. Galatians 4:26. Have] RV 'hold.'

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-18

The Two Beasts
Personification of the two powers inspired by the devil to persecute the Church.

1-10. The dragon stands by the sea (i.e. the Ægean Sea), from which there rises to meet him a 'beast,' i.e. something inhuman: signifying the Roman empire, which came to the Province of Asia, in which were the Churches addressed in Rev., from the sea. The beast has ten horns and seven heads: cp. Daniel 7. On the horns are diadems and on the heads 'names of blasphemy,' i.e. blasphemous titles: cp. Revelation 17:3. The ten horns (see on Revelation 12:3) are the ten emperors from Augustus to Titus. The seven horns are those of the ten who had reigned long enough for worship to be paid to them, i.e. omitting Galba, Otho, and Vitellius. The 'names' were, probably, 'Augustus' or 'Sebastos,' i.e. 'reverenced,' under which the emperors were worshipped: cp. Revelation 13:12., Revelation 2:13 note (Revelation 13:1).

'The emperor represented the majesty, the wisdom, and the beneficent power of Rome: he was in many cases actually represented in different parts of the empire as an incarnation of the god worshipped in that district.. Domitian.. delighted.. to be idolised as the Divine Providence in human form; and it is recorded that Caligula, Domitian, and Diocletian were the three emperors who delighted to be styled dominus et deus' (Ramsay, 'Church in Rom. Empire,' pp. 191, 275).

The monster combines the powers of the four beasts in Daniel 7 (Revelation 13:2). One head is smitten unto death, but the death stroke is healed. This head probably represents Nero (54-68 a.d.), of whom popular report said that he was not dead, or that if dead he would return to life (Tacitus, 'Hist.' ii. 8, Suetonius, 'Nero,' 57): cp. Revelation 17:8. The word translated wounded, RV 'smitten,' is that translated 'slain,' of the Lamb, Revelation 5:6. It is implied that Nero, both as the head of the world kingdom, and in his death and return to life, was the counterpart of Christ in God's kingdom. St. John took this Nero superstition, and used it to symbolise the breaking out again of Nero's persecuting spirit in Domitian, 81-96 a.d. (Revelation 13:3). As Nero is represented as the counterpart of Christ, so the worship of the dragon and the beast is the evil counterpart of the worship of God: cp. 'who is like,' etc., with Exodus 15:11; (Revelation 13:4). The beast blasphemes God and His tabernacle (i.e. the Church, the dwelling-place of God) by the assumption of divine honour and by imputing evil practices to Christianity: cp. 1 Peter 2:12; (Revelation 13:5.). He is appointed (i.e. by God, who overrules the work of evil men to His glory) to war against the 'saints' in world-wide power (Revelation 13:7), and worship is offered to him by the ungodly (Revelation 13:8.). The description of the beast ends with an injunction to the saints to submit to God's will in unresisting patience (Revelation 13:10).

1. I stood] RV 'he stood.' Saw] RV 'I saw.' Crowns] RV 'diadems,' i.e. kingly crowns. The name] RV 'names,'

4. Which gave power] RV 'because he gave his authority.'

5. Forty and two months] see on Revelation 11:2.

6. And them, etc.] RV 'even them.' Christians are themselves God's 'tabernacle,' because He is 'in the midst of' them: cp. Revelation 21:3.

Dwell] Gk. 'tabernacle.' In heaven] Christians are here said to dwell in heaven, because they belong to the kingdom of heaven on earth and because in Christ they have begun to live the heavenly life: cp. Ephesians 2:6.

7. All kindreds, etc.] The Roman empire was world-wide. 

8. Book of Life] see on Revelation 3:5.

From the foundation, etc.] i.e. in God's eternal counsel: cp. 1 Peter 1:19. 

10. RV 'If any man is for captivity, into captivity he goeth' (i.e. his captivity is by God's will): 'if any man shall kill with the sword, with the sword must he be killed,' i.e. Christians are not to fight against the persecutors, but are to submit to God's will: cp. Matthew 26:52.

A second beast is seen. It comes out of the earth (contrast Revelation 13:1), because it belongs to the Province of Asia, the land of the writer and first readers of this book. This beast represented 'the Province of Asia, in its double aspect of civil and religious administration, the Proconsul and the Commune. It had two horns, corresponding to this double aspect, and was like a lamb, for Asia was a peaceful country where no army was needed' (Ramsay). Yet it spake as a dragon, i.e. it made the same blasphemous assertions and demands as those which the first beast had learnt from the dragon: cp. Revelation 13:5. (Revelation 13:11). The authority of the Imperial Government had been delegated to the Provincial Government, which used its authority in enforcing the worship of the emperor. As the persecuting spirit of the empire was incarnate in Nero, the Imperial Government is identified with Nero himself, restored to life; i.e. the succeeding emperors will act in the spirit of Nero (Revelation 13:12). The worship of the emperor's image is recommended to the credulous populace by the aid of trickery and conjuring (Revelation 13:13.), and by ventriloquism, (Hence the beast is also called the 'false prophet,' cp. Revelation 16:13; Revelation 19:20; Revelation 20:10.) The punishment for refusing to worship the image is death (Revelation 13:15). No one in the Province is allowed to buy or sell, who cannot produce a certificate, under Imperial seal ('the mark, even the name of the beast,' RV), showing that he has joined in the worship of the emperor. Or the meaning may be that all must offer incense with the hand, or bow the head, to the image, before they are allowed to trade (Revelation 13:16.). The name of the beast, i.e, of the smitten head, is given as 666 (Revelation 13:18), The reference is to the numerical value of letters. In both Greek and Hebrew, letters of the alphabet were used as numbers. It has been found that if 'Neron Cæsar' be written in Hebrew letters, the sum of the letters is 666. This is generally accepted at present, although, to get 666, 'Cæsar' has to be written defectively. If spelt 'Nero Cæsar,' the sum of the letters is 616, which is the reading of some MSS. Some hold that 616 is the original reading, and that it represents 'Gaios Cæsar,' i.e. Caligula. Irenæus took the number as standing for 'Lateinos,' i.e. 'the Latin.' Another interpretation sees in the number simply a continuation of the contrast with Christ of Revelation 13:11. The number of the name 'Jesus' in Gk. is 888 and, according to this interpretation, the meaning is that the beast falls as far short of 'seven' (i.e. perfection and holiness) as Jesus goes beyond it.

13. Wonders] RV 'signs': cp. Revelation 12:1. Fire] The false prophet is a travesty of Elijah: cp. 1 Kings 18:38; 2 Kings 1:10. 

14. Miracles] RV 'signs.'

15. Life] RV 'breath,' i.e. apparently; perhaps by ventriloquism. 

18. Here is wisdom] i.e. wisdom is needed to interpret that which follows: cp. Revelation 17:9.

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-20

The Lamb and His Followers. Judgment on His Enemies
In the last two chapters were seen the enemies of the Church, and their fierce power. Now, by way of contrast, and to encourage the Church to resist her enemies with complete certainty of victory, pictures are shown of the blessedness of those who witness a true confession for Christ, and of God's judgment on the ungodly.

1-5. The Lamb (cp. Revelation 5:6, etc.) is seen on Mount Zion, i.e. the true and heavenly home of the Church: cp. Hebrews 12:22. With Him are the perfect number (cp. Revelation 7:4) of those who had been marked with His name and the name of His Father, instead of with the mark of the beast: see on Revelation 3:12, and cp. Revelation 7:3; Revelation 13:16. Both here, and in Revelation 7:4, '144,000' is a figurative expression for the whole number of the Redeemed (Revelation 14:1). A heavenly chorus is heard, in which the voice of Christ is followed by the voices of the living creatures and of the elders (Revelation 14:2). The Redeemed join in the strain (Revelation 14:3). They are described as undefiled by idolatry, which is often described in Scripture as adultery against God, and which was itself commonly allied with impurity; as following the Lamb through suffering to glory; as a choice offering to God (Revelation 14:4); as having confessed the true God and not the lying idol (guile, RV 'lie'); and as an undefiled (fault, RV 'blemish') sacrifice, perhaps with an allusion to the death of the martyrs: cp. Hebrews 9:14; 1 Peter 1:19; (Revelation 14:5).

1. Looked] RV 'saw.' A Lamb] RV 'the Lamb.' His Father's name] RV 'his name, and the name of his Father.'

2. A voice] see on Revelation 1:10. I heard the voice of] RV 'the voice which I heard was as the voice of.'

3. They] i.e. the 144,000. Beasts] RV 'living creatures.'. 

4. Being] RV 'to be.'

6f. An angel announces the glad tidings for those who fear God, that He is about to be manifested for the salvation of His oppressed people.

6. Heaven] i.e. the sky. 

8. The Fall of Babylon, i.e. Rome (see on Revelation 17:5; Revelation 18), is spoken of as if it had already taken place. RV 'Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, which hath made,' etc.: cp. Isaiah 21:9; Daniel 4:30. The wrath of her fornication] i.e. the wrath of God incurred by her unfaithfulness to God in which they had shared: cp. Revelation 17:2; Jeremiah 51:7.

9-13. God's wrath is denounced on any who fall away from the Lamb to the beast (Revelation 14:9). Their woe is described in language drawn from Isaiah 34:8., and from the account of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Revelation 14:10.). The wrath of God is more terrible than that of the beast, hence the endurance of the 'saints' is justified (Revelation 14:12). Therefore, also, it is well with those who have died in persecution in the faith of Christ; for while death brings no rest to those who worship the beast (cp. Revelation 14:11), the death of the saints brings rest from their labours and sorrows (Revelation 14:13).

9. See on Revelation 13:16. 

10. Poured out without mixture into] RV 'prepared unmixed in,' i.e. it is of full strength: cp. Psalms 75:8; Isaiah 51:17.

13. A voice] see on Revelation 1:10.

14-20. St. John sees one 'like unto a son of man' (RV). The expression is derived from Daniel 7:13, where it meant one in human form, as contrasted with the beasts. The title was interpreted of the Messiah, and the Jewish 'Book of Enoch' shows that under it the Messiah was regarded as a supernatural person. This was the significance of the term when our Lord applied it to Himself, and He joined to it the conception of the 'man of sorrows' of Isaiah 53. Now, after His sorrows, He is throned on a 'white cloud' (representing the glory of God, cp. Exodus 40:34; 1 Kings 8:10; Matthew 17:5; Mark 14:62), and crowned as king: cp. Revelation 19:12; (Revelation 14:14). He casts His sickle down to the earth, and the harvest of the saints is gathered (Revelation 14:15.).

Then the angel of the fire on God's altar (cp. Revelation 9:14; Revelation 16:5), the fire of God's judgments (cp. Revelation 8:5), calls for the gathering of the wicked for the winepress of God's wrath: cp. Revelation 19:15; Isaiah 63:1. Joel 3:13. (Revelation 14:17.). Those who are judged (Revelation 14:19) are separated from the heavenly state of the redeemed ('without the city,' cp. Zechariah 14:4, Zechariah 14:10; Hebrews 13:11.). The awfulness of the judgment is described in language similar to that of a description of judgment in the 'Book of Enoch'; and its universality, by the extent of land covered by blood. 'Four' is the number symbolical of the earth, and 1600 is a thousand times the square of 4: cp. '144,000,' the number expressing the people of God (Revelation 14:20).

15. Temple] cp. Revelation 11:19. Crying.. to him] i.e. the will of the Father is communicated to Christ. Thrust in] RV 'send forth' (and Revelation 14:18). For thee] RV omits. Ripe] RV 'overripe.'

16, 19. Thrust in] RV 'cast.'

18. Vine] RV 'vintage.'

20. By the space of] RV 'as far as.'

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-8

The Seven Angels of the Bowls
The crisis of the book is drawing near. The enemies of Christ and His Church—Satan, the empire, and the Provincial Government—have been shown in their power and cruelty. In Revelation 14 these were left standing in their might, while the blessed safety of the people of God was pictured. In this chapter is described the approach of the judgments which are about to fall on the empire and on the heathen world.

1-4. Seven angels appear, they to whom are committed the 'plagues,' i.e. scourging punishments, 'which are the last' (RV), because in them the temporal judgments of God are fully carried out (RV 'finished'). But yet once more there is a pause, as if the safety of God's people in the midst of all this sin and judgment could not be insisted on sufficiently, and a vision is granted of the blessedness of those who by faithfulness even unto death have conquered the beast. They stand by the 'glassy sea' (RV), i.e. the firmament (see on Revelation 4:6), having harps of God, i.e. harps such as are suited to the heavenly worship of God (Revelation 15:2). They sing 'the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb,' i.e. a song called out by the deliverance wrought by Christ, as the song of Exodus 15 was called out by the deliverance from Egypt—a song in praise of God who from the time of Moses to the time of Christ has never forgotten His oppressed people (Revelation 15:3.).

3. Cp. Psalms 98:1; Psalms 111:2; Psalms 139:14; Psalms 145:17; Jeremiah 10:7.

Saints] RV 'the ages': cp. 1 Timothy 1:17; (RM).

4. Cp. Psalms 86:9; Isaiah 66:23. Judgments] RV 'righteous acts': cp. Psalms 51:4; Romans 5:18.

5-8. Again, as in Revelation 11:19, is opened the sanctuary of the heavenly tabernacle, by which is symbolised that presence of God to which the worship of heaven is directed, and from which the actions of heaven proceed, and which was typified on earth by the earthly tabernacle. In Revelation 11:19 it was God's mercy, represented by the ark of the covenant, which was manifested; now it is the declaration of His holy will, represented by the 'testimony,' i.e. the ten commandments, which is to be enforced (Revelation 15:5). From the Divine Presence come forth the angels of the plagues, as priests, but arrayed with flashing gems (Revelation 15:6). To them are given golden 'bowls' (RV), corresponding to the basons used by the priests for the blood in the sacrificial ritual (cp. Exodus 27:3) full of God's wrath (Revelation 15:7). The Presence of God, sanctioning the service, is manifested by the smoke of His glory: cp. Exodus 40:35; 1 Kings 8:10.; Isaiah 6:4; (Revelation 15:8).

6. Clothed.. linen] RV 'arrayed with precious stone, pure and bright.'

7. Beasts] RV 'living creatures.'

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-21

The Seven Bowls
In the last chapter there was a pause of suspense, during which the angels of the 'plagues' were seen coming forth from the Presence of God to pour out His wrath. In this chapter the suspense is ended, and the angels pour out God's wrath into the earth.

1-9. The vision of the 'bowls' (RV) is parallel with that of the 'trumpets' (Revelation 8 f.). In each vision there are four preparatory judgments, falling upon the earth, the sea, the rivers and fountains, and the sun. But, in the 'trumpets,' it is the 'third part' that is affected; while in the 'bowls' it is the whole. At the fourth trumpet, the third part of the heavenly bodies are darkened; while at the fourth bowl, the sun blazes out with scorching heat. These differences are in harmony with the figure employed. The 'trumpets' herald the judgments, and give anticipations and warnings of them by calamities which foreshadow others. The first four trumpets and the first four bowls are parallel with the sixth seal (Revelation 6:12.) and with Matthew 24:29. They foretell judgments to fall upon the heathen world of the Roman empire (cp. Revelation 16:2) before, and leading up to, the destruction of Rome. As in the 'trumpets,' the description is partly derived from the plagues of Egypt. It is to be understood, not literally, but as figuring a time of intense calamity and terror.

1. A great voice] i.e. God's: see on Revelation 1:10.

5. Angel of the waters] As Churches (cp. Revelation 1:20), and nations and armies (cp. Revelation 9:14.), so also the elements of nature (cp. Revelation 7:1; Revelation 14:18) are in Rev. represented as having a spiritual counterpart. The exact idea occurs nowhere else in the Bible, though for what, possibly, may be approaches to it, cp. Job 4:18; Job 25:3, Job 25:5; Psalms 104:4; Isaiah 24:21. Daniel 10:13, Daniel 10:20. Matthew 18:10; Acts 12:15; Hebrews 1:7; (RV). In so poetical a book as Rev., it is difficult to decide whether these angels of water, fire, etc., are meant to be understood as real beings or merely as poetical personifications. 

7. Another out of the altar] RV 'the altar': cp. Revelation 6:9; Revelation 8:3. The altar is personified: see previous note. 

9. God, which] RV 'the God which.' 10f. The fifth bowl is poured in judgment upon the city of Rome, the seat of empire. The heathen world governed by Rome becomes full of the darkness of terror and rebellion at God's judgments. This is parallel to the spiritual torments threatened at the fifth trumpet: cp. Revelation 9:1. It is in contrast to the fifth seal (cp. Revelation 6:9.), where the martyrs, who have suffered, call on God, while here the subjects of the beast blaspheme God because of their pains. 

10. Seat] RV 'throne.'

12-16. The sixth bowl is poured out upon the Euphrates, the river of Babylon, i.e. Rome: see on Revelation 17:5. At the sixth trumpet (Revelation 9:13.) armies were to come from the 'Euphrates.' Here the 'Euphrates' is to be dried up, to make a way for the kings from the sunrising, i.e. that they may be able to capture Rome; see on Revelation 17:16; (Revelation 16:12). The drying up of the Euphrates refers to the manner in which Cyrus took the literal Babylon by diverting the course of the river. The capture of Rome is preparatory to the final battle of the 'kings of the world,' i.e. ungodly nations, against the Lamb at Har-Magedon (RV): cp. Revelation 17:12. (Revelation 16:14-16). Har-Magedon probably means 'the Mount of Megiddo,' and signifies that the future battle is typified by the defeat of the kings of Canaan (Judges 5:19 cp. Zechariah 12:11). The kings of the earth are stirred up to fight against the Lamb by the influence of the Lamb's three great enemies: cp. 1 Kings 22:20. Their evil iufluence is shown under the figure of frogs (cp. Exodus 8:7), because it was by producing frogs that the magicians deceived Pharaoh (Revelation 16:13.).

13. False prophet, i.e. the second beast: see on Revelation 13:11. 

15. The voice of Christ breaks in: cp. Revelation 22:7, Revelation 22:12-15. Keepeth his garments] i.e. let not the power and attractiveness of the coming evil rob any Christian of the strict purity of his Christian life: cp. Revelation 3:18; Revelation 7:14. 

16. He] RV 'they,' i.e. the frog-like spirits.

17-21. The seventh bowl is poured out, and the voice of God announces that the end of the preparatory judgments is reached (Revelation 16:17). With the lightnings and thunderings and voices which close each vision (cp. Revelation 8:5; Revelation 11:19), comes now a great earthquake (Revelation 16:18), which splits Babylon (Rome) into three, and overthrows other worldly powers (Revelation 16:19). Some have understood this as a literal prediction that Rome was to be destroyed by an earthquake. More probably the earthquake represents the shaking of all earthly institutions when God comes to judgment: cp. Revelation 6:12; Revelation 8:5; Revelation 11:19. The judgments of the bowls end with a picture, expressed in physical figures, of the upheaval and destruction which accompany the manifestation of the wrath of God: cp. Revelation 6:14; Revelation 11:19; Revelation 20:11; (vv. Revelation 20:11). The cup] see on Revelation 14:8.

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-18

Babylon the great Harlot
The judgment on Rome, which had been announced before, is now shown in detail. The identification of 'Babylon' with Rome, here and elsewhere in Rev., is supported (HDB.) by the following considerations:—The name Babylon in Revelation 17:5; 'is described as mystery, i.e. a name to be allegorically interpreted... B. is described (1) as “the harlot” the supreme antithesis of “the bride,” “the holy city,” “the new Jerus.” (2) as the centre and ruler of the nations, Revelation 14:8; Revelation 17:1; Revelation 17:15; Revelation 17:18; (3) as seated on “seven mountains,” Revelation 17:9; (4) as the source of idolatry and impurity, Revelation 17:2.; Revelation 18:2; Revelation 19:2... (5) as a great trading centre, Revelation 18:3, Revelation 18:11-19; (6) as enervated by luxury, Revelation 18:7, Revelation 18:12,. Revelation 18:22; (7) as the arch-persecutor of the saints and of “the witnesses of Jesus,” Revelation 17:6; Revelation 19:2.' Babylon, as the seat of world-empire, and the ancient and persistent enemy of the people of God, was a striking type of Rome. Many think Rome is meant in 1 Peter 5:13.

1f. Rome is spoken of by the herald angel of the bowls as a harlot, cp. Isaiah 23:15. (Tyre), Nahum 3:4; (Nineveh), sitting on many waters, cp. Jeremiah 51:13; (Babylon), which signify the peoples over whom Rome ruled, cp. Revelation 17:15. 

1. Vials] RV 'bowls.'

3-6. St. John is taken to a wilderness to see the harlot city, as in Isaiah 21:1 the vision of Babylon's fall was declared from a wilderness. She is sitting on a beast, i.e. the Roman empire: cp. Isaiah 13:1. The beast is scarlet, because of the blood shed by Rome. It is full of names of blasphemy (e.g. Sebastos; see on Revelation 13:1), for in coins and seals and statues and temples the empire was full of such names. It has seven heads and ten horns, explained in Revelation 17:9, Revelation 17:12 (Revelation 17:3). The woman, i.e. the city, is clothed with luxury, and she has in her hand a golden cup, signifying debauchery: cp. Revelation 14:8; Jeremiah 51:7; (Revelation 17:4). On her forehead, after the custom of Roman harlots, is a label with her name (Revelation 17:5). She is drunken with the blood shed in the persecution of Nero. St. John wonders at her iniquity (Revelation 17:6). 

6. Admiration] RV 'wonder.' For some description of the condition of Rome, see Intro. Romans. The state of society at Rome, at the time of the Rev., was probably the worst the world had ever seen. The aristocracy, which alone had any voice in public affairs, was, with few exceptions, utterly given over to the most shameless wickedness. Vast wealth was in their hands, which was spent in unbridled luxury and debauchery. Their continual craving for new sensations was ministered to by foreign parasites, who introduced new vices and flagrant superstitions. With no feeling for others, their cruelty was appalling. With their appetite for life jaded by the pursuit of pleasure, suicide became common. The herded masses of the people were sunk in ignorance and pauperism. The public distribution of corn confirmed them in idleness, and the public shows helped to harden their hearts and to corrupt their feelings. The State religion was not believed in by the educated, while it had no moral teaching to provide for those who did believe in it, and there was no system of public education.

The Christians were accused of having caused the great fire which raged in Rome for nine days (64 a.d.) According to Tacitus, a great multitude were convicted, not only of incendiarism, but of hatred of mankind. Some were covered with the hides of wild beasts and worried to death by dogs; others were covered with pitch and set on fire at nightfall to illuminate the imperial gardens. For some years Christians were punished on the accusation of horrible crimes. Afterwards, certainly by the time of Domitian, the mere profession of Christianity became punishable.

7-18. The angel interprets the mystery (Revelation 17:7). The beast, which has previously represented the empire, now stands for Nero, in whom the cruelty of the empire had been personified: see on Revelation 13:3. He shall come up out of the 'abyss' (RV), cp. Revelation 9:1 note, Revelation 11:7, i.e. return to life, and then go to perdition: cp. Revelation 19:20; Matthew 7:13; (Revelation 17:8). The seven heads have two significations. They represent the seven hills of Rome on which the city sits (Revelation 17:9). They also represent seven kings, i.e. probably Augustus (27 b.c.-14 a.d.), Tiberius (14-37), Caligula (37-41), Claudius (41-54), Nero (54-68), Vespasian (69-79), Titus (79-81). Five are dead; therefore, apparently, the prophecy was written in the reign of Vespasian. Titus is about to come (Revelation 17:10). Then Domitian (81-96) will reign. Besides being the eighth king, he will be 'Nero,' because in him the persecuting spirit of Nero will have returned (Revelation 17:11). The ten horns are given an interpretation different from that in Revelation 13. Now they signify 'the kings from the sun-rising' of Revelation 16:12; (Revelation 17:12). These are to join with the beast in war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them: cp. Revelation 16:16; Revelation 19:19. (Revelation 17:13.). In one sense, the Lamb overcame them when not even death could make Christ's people unfaithful to Him; in another sense, when the empire became converted to Christ. The kings of the earth, joined to the beast, will turn against the city, and destroy and burn her. In Revelation 17:16 use is made of the common expectations that Nero, returned to life, and in alliance with the Parthians, would take signal vengeance on Rome for her rebellion against him (Revelation 17:16.). In Revelation 17:18 the city is identified with Rome. It is clear that the prophecy of the destruction of Rome, of which this chapter forms part, has not been fulfilled. It has been suggested that the rapid spread of Christianity in Rome altered the character of the city, and that, for this reason, God withheld the threatened judgment: cp. Genesis 18:26. (Sodom), Jonas Genesis 3:10; (Nineveh).

8. That was] RV 'how that he was.' Yet is] RV 'shall come.'

9. Here is the mind, etc.] i.e. a wise man will be able to understand that which follows. The expression challenges the reader's attention: cp. Revelation 13:8.

10. There] RV 'they.' 

10f. He must continue, etc.] With a different punctuation of the Greek this might be rendered, 'he must continue a little while, and (so must) the beast which was and is not. And he himself is also an eighth,' etc. With this rendering, the beast is not identified with one of his horns. 

11. Even he is the eighth] RV 'is himself also an eighth.'

12. One hour] i.e. a very short time. 

14. And they.. called] RV 'and they also shall overcome that are with him, called.'

16. Upon] RV 'and.'

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-24

The Fall of Babylon
In the last c., the fall of Rome, and the manner of its fall, were prophetically announced. In this c., the greatness of the tragedy is shown by songs of thanksgiving and of lamentation which it calls forth.

As was suggested on Revelation 17, we may believe that the songs of the joy of angels over sinners that repent have taken the place of these songs. Yet they serve their purpose in encouraging God's people to faith and endurance when at any time wickedness and worldliness seem to be triumphant.

The language of the prophets of the OT. is freely used. From the human side, we may say that the mind of the writer was so saturated with the old Scriptures that he naturally employed their language. From the divine side, we are to learn that 'no prophecy.. is of any private interpretation,' 2 Peter 1:20, and that God looks on worldly wickedness at any time according to the same principles with which he regarded Babylon and Tyre of old.

1-3. Proclamation of the Fall of Rome.

2. Fallen] cp. Revelation 14:8; Isaiah 21:9. Habitation] cp. Isaiah 13:21; Isaiah 34:13. Cage] RV 'hold,' i.e. prison.

3. RV 'For by the wine of all the nations are fallen': cp. Revelation 14:8; Revelation 17:2. Abundance of her delicacies] RV 'power of her wantonness.'

4-8. God's people are commanded to come out of Babylon as, before, they were warned to quit Jerusalem: cp. Jeremiah 51:45; Matthew 24:16. So, spiritually, God's people are to take care that the pleasures of wickedness do not entice them to have fellowship with it.

5. Remembered] cp. Revelation 16:19. 

6. Reward her] RV 'Render unto her': a command to the ministers of God's wrath. Rewarded you] RV 'rendered': cp. Psalms 137:8. Double] i.e. very great sin calls forth very great punishment: cp. Jeremiah 16:18. 

7. Lived deliciously] RV 'waxed wanton.' Saith] cp. Isaiah 47:5.

9-20. Dirge of those who loved the wicked city. The writer evidently had in his mind Ezekiel 26. (of Tyre). The dirge is suddenly overmastered (Revelation 18:20) by the exultation of those she has oppressed.

9. Deliciously] RV 'wantonly.'

11. Rome was not a trading city, but must have been a great buyer of luxuries. 

12. Thyine wood] a very hard, fragrant wood, specially valued by the Greeks and Romans as a material for tables (HDB.).

13. Cinnamon] RV 'cinnamon, and spice.' Odours] RV' incense.' Beasts] RV' cattle.'

14. Goodly] RV 'sumptuous.'

20. Ye holy apostles] RV 'ye saints, and ye apostles,'—SS. Peter and Paul were put to death at Rome.

Avenged you] RV 'judged your judgment.'

21-24. An angel compares the casting down of Babylon to the casting down of a millstone into the sea, i.e. it shall be sudden, and 'with no restoration in the future' (Benson).

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-21

Christ and His Armies conquer the Beast and his Prophet
The harlot city having been destroyed, the marriage of the Lamb with the glorified Church is announced. But before this can take place, the other enemies of the Lamb must be overcome, and St. John sees in a vision the overthrow of the beast and of the false prophet.

1-4. The great multitude of the saints in heaven (see on Revelation 1:10) praises God (Revelation 19:1) because the wicked city, which corrupted the earth, and shed the blood of God's servants, is judged (Revelation 19:2.). The living creatures and the elders join in the worship and praise (Revelation 19:4).

1. Alleluia] RV 'Hallelujah,' lit. 'praise ye the Lord.' The word, which occurs only here in the NT., is common in the Psalms.

5-10. A voice calls on all God's servants to praise Him (Revelation 19:5). In response, a vast hymn of praise from Christ, the living creatures, and the saints (see on Revelation 1:10) is heard, announcing the marriage of the Lamb (Revelation 19:6.). In this way, as so often, the writer brings forward a new thought, which is to be developed later (see on Revelation 21:1.). The bride, the New Jerusalem, is to be arrayed in the pure linen of righteous acts, in contrast to the harlot's red garment of sin: cp. Revelation 18:5; (Revelation 19:8). The herald angel declares the blessedness of those who are called (RV 'bidden') to the marriage supper: cp. Revelation 3:20; Revelation 17:14; Matthew 22:3. Luke 14:15; (Revelation 19:9). Of course, except in idea, 'the bride' and those 'called,' i.e. the Church and its members, are identical. Filled with wonder and joy, St. John falls down to worship the angel: cp. Revelation 22:8. But the angel checks him, saying that worship is for God alone (cp. Colossians 2:18), and that the fact that the testimony of Jesus, i.e. probably the Revelation made by Jesus, is ministered both by the angel and by Christian prophets and saints, is a sign that they are fellow-servants (Revelation 19:10).

5. Out of] RV 'forth from.' The voice does not seem to be God's. Perhaps it is the throne which speaks: see on Revelation 16:7.; Servants, and ye] RV 'servants, ye.'

8. Be arrayed] RV 'array herself.' Clean and white] RV 'bright and pure.' Righteousness] RV 'righteous acts.' These 'righteous acts' are not the cause of salvation, but its consequence.

10. For the testimony, etc.] probably a comment made by St. John. Spirit of prophecy] i.e. the inspiring force of all prophecy.

11-16. Before the fulfilment of the marriage, the Lamb's enemies must be overcome. Christ comes forth as a warrior (cp. Psalms 45:3.), riding the white horse of victory. His crowns show Him to be King of kings: cp. Revelation 19:16. He alone knows His name, i.e. He is greater than any one can say or understand: cp. Revelation 2:17; Revelation 3:12; Matthew 11:27. Yet, as coming forth from the Father, He is called the Word of God (cp. John 1, 1 John 1); and when He conquers and rules the nations He is called King of kings and Lord of lords: cp. Revelation 17:14. His garments are sprinkled with blood, i.e. His enemies perish before Him: cp. Isaiah 63:1. (Revelation 19:11-13). The heavenly hosts of angels (cp. 1 Kings 22:19) follow Him, but no blood is on their garments, for He alone overcomes the enemies, cp. Revelation 19:21 (Revelation 19:14), which He does by the word of His mouth: cp. Revelation 1:16; Revelation 2:12; Isaiah 11:4; John 12:48; Hebrews 4:12, He treads God's enemies in the winepress of God's anger (a change of figure): cp. Revelation 14:19.; Isaiah 63:3; (Revelation 19:15).

11. Heaven] RV 'the heaven,' i.e. the sky.

White horse] cp. Revelation 6:2. 

12. Crowns] RV 'diadems.'

13. Dipped in] RV 'sprinkled with.'

14. Clean] RV 'pure.'

15. Rule] cp. Revelation 2:27; Revelation 12:5; Psalms 2:9. Fierceness and wrath] RV 'fierceness of the wrath.' 

17f. The greatness of the coming victory is foretold by a cry to birds of prey to eat the flesh of the slain: cp. Ezekiel 39:17.

17. In the sun] i.e. in mid heaven; a central station to call to the vultures. Fowls] RV 'birds.' The supper, etc.] RV 'the great supper of God,' i.e. the supper which God has prepared.

19-21. The persecuting empire gathers all its forces to overcome Christ, cp. Revelation 16:14, Revelation 16:16 note, Revelation 17:12. (Revelation 19:19), but is itself overcome, together with the Asian Emperor-worship, figured by the beast and the false prophet or second beast: cp. Revelation 13:11. note, Revelation 16:13. Both empire and Emperor-worship are cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 19:20). The 'lake of fire' (cp. Revelation 20:10, Revelation 20:14-15; Revelation 21:8) is Gehenna, cp. Matthew 18:9; (RM) Mark 9:43; (RM), etc., i.e. 'the valley of Hinnom.' This is a valley outside Jerusalem, and was the place of idolatrous sacrifices to Molech: cp. 2 Kings 16:3; 2 Kings 21:6; Jeremiah 7:31.; Jeremiah 19:11. It came to be regarded as a figure of the place of punishment of the wicked: cp. Isaiah 66:24; Isaiah 2; Es 7:36. Matthew 5:29; (RM) Matthew 10:28; (RM): see HDB. Evidently the casting of empire and idolatry into such a place can only be a figure for the complete destruction of the persecuting and wicked systems. The 'rest' (RV), i.e. the kings of the earth and their armies, were killed with the sword of Christ's mouth (Revelation 19:21). The distinction between their fate and that of the two beasts appears to have been made, partly because destruction by the lake of fire could not be the end of any human being before the Judgment, partly because the slaughter is symbolical. Christ overcomes men who are His enemies, in one way by strengthening His people to endure their assaults, in another way by converting them. But it is not so much individuals who are spoken of here, as the systems and principles of evil which succeeding generations of individuals nourish and carry out. It is those systems and principles which are conquered by Christ. The weapons which they turn against Him and His people are persecution, 'the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life,' the spirit of materialism, etc. This spirit of the world is conquered by the preaching of the gospel of Christ, and by the Spirit of Christ in the hearts of men. This is the battle of Har-Magedon.

20. Miracles] RV 'the signs,' i.e. those spoken of in Revelation 13:14., where see notes.

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-15

Satan conquered. The Last Judgment
In this chapter the visions of the overthrow of Christ's enemies are continued. The devil is bound for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:1-3); the martyrs reign with Christ for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:4-6). It is foretold that, at the end of the 1,000 years, Satan will be loosed, and will make a last assault against the saints, after which he is cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:7-10). A vision of the Last Judgment follows (Revelation 20:11-15).

The binding of Satan and the reign of the saints with Christ, both for 1,000 years, is known as 'the Millennium.' Many of the later Jews expected that the Messianic kingdom, of which the prophets spoke, would come in the present age, and they distinguished it from the Pinal Judgment and new heaven of righteousness which would follow. By some it was said that the Messianic kingdom would last 1,000 years, though other periods were also named.

It is plain that St. John made use of this Jewish expectation in his prophecy. But it does not follow that he meant it to be understood literally. It is more in harmony with the character of the book to suppose that he meant this Jewish apocalyptic expectation to be understood spiritually. The same conclusion seems probable from the general circumstances. The Christians had just been told that the persecuting city and empire would be overcome. They might ask whether the devil, the author of all evil would not raise up fresh enemies against them.

1-3. For a thousand years the devil will be bound and shut up in the abode of spiritual evil (the 'abyss,' see on Revelation 9:1, not 'the lake of fire,' which is the place of final punishment, see on Revelation 19:20). The meaning is, that for '1,000 years' the power of evil would not be able to gather itself into an organised attack upon Christianity. The '1,000 years' are not to be understood numerically, but as a period of rest and happiness. For 1,000 is a multiple of 10, which was regarded as a sacred number because the commandments are 10;and it is the number which was considered to stand for the sabbath in the history of the world, 1,000 years' rest coming after 6,000 years' toil: cp. Psalms 90:4.

4-6. The Christians for whom St. John wrote would ask what share they had in these joyful tidings. Although generations to come would enjoy rest and peace, it was not to be in their day, and many of them must suffer death. So they are told that good things are in store for them. Although they die, yet their souls will live and reign with Christ (Revelation 20:4). 'The rest of the dead,' i.e. the ungodly dead, the men of the earth, 'lived not,' i.e. did not share in the presence of Christ, but remained for the Judgment: cp. Revelation 20:11. The life of the saints with Christ is called 'the first resurrection' (cp. John 5:25), because it depends upon the resurrection from the death of sin to the life of righteousness. As such, it belongs to all who are Christ's, whether on earth or in paradise (Revelation 20:5). Over them 'the second death' (cp. Revelation 20:14, Revelation 2:18) has no power, because they 'have passed from death unto life,' 1 John 3:14;(Revelation 20:6).

7-10. After the time of rest, and when the Final Judgment is near, the power of evil will gather force again (Revelation 20:7). Gog and Magog, i.e. the world hostile to God's people, cp. Ezekiel 38 f. (Revelation 20:8), will assail the Church (the 'camp of the saints and the beloved city,' i.e. the spiritual Jerusalem). But God will overthrow these last enemies (Revelation 20:9), and the devil will be cast into the lake of fire, i.e. the power of evil will be destroyed for ever (Revelation 20:10).

11-15. God sits on a 'great white throne,' i.e. in glory and purity (Revelation 20:11), to judge the wicked dead. They are not written 'in the book of life' (cp. Revelation 3:5; Revelation 13:8; Revelation 17:8; Revelation 21:27), and they are judged according to their works (Revelation 20:12.), and 'cast into the lake of fire.' Into the lake of fire. Death and Hades (i.e. the abode of the de"into attacking the Church"ad) are also cast, for 'the last enemy that shall be destroyed is death' (1 Cor 5:26; cp. Revelation 21:4). This is the 'second death,' for it is the final separation from eternal life (Revelation 20:14.). This judgment does not apply to Christ's people: cp. John 5:24. They are in the book of life. They already 'live' (cp. Revelation 20:4), and, therefore, are not reckoned among the 'dead' of Revelation 20:11.

It is plain that St. John's view is, as it were, foreshortened. He sees the overthrow of the anti-Christian persecution. He sees, farther on, the Last Judgment. But he does not specify the length of the time of rest and then of conflict for the Church which lies between.

1, 3. Bottomless pit] RV 'abyss.'

3. Him up] RV 'it.' Set a seal upon him] RV 'sealed it over him.' Deceive] i.e. into attacking the Church: cp. Revelation 20:8, Revelation 20:10, Revelation 19:20; John 8:12, John 8:44.

Fulfilled] RV 'finished.'

4. Thrones] cp. Daniel 7:9, Daniel 7:22; Matthew 19:28. They] i.e. the martyrs.

Witness] RV 'testimony,' i.e. the revelation made by Christ, 'the faithful witness': cp. Revelation 1:5, Revelation 1:9; Revelation 12:17; Revelation 19:10. Mark] cp. Revelation 13:14. Reigned] The saints share Christ's triumph over sin and death, and also, in ways which we know not, share the glories of His kingdom: cp. Revelation 5:10; Romans 8:17.

6. Priests] cp. Revelation 1:6 note, Revelation 5:10. 

8. Deceive] see on Revelation 20:3. 

10. Shall be] RV 'they shal be.'

11. Throne] cp. Isaiah 6:1; Daniel 7:9.

12. The books] RV 'books': cp. Daniel 7:10.

Works] cp. Matthew 16:27; Romans 2:6.

13, 14. Hell] RV 'Hades.'

14. The second death] RV 'the second death, even the lake of fire': cp. Revelation 2:11; Matthew 25:41.

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-27

The Holy City
The enemies of the Lamb have been conquered. The Judgment is over. The old condition of things has passed away: cp. Revelation 20:11. Now St. John sees in a vision the blissful glory of heaven, in which the Lamb's redeemed people will dwell for ever.

1-8. The eternal dwelling-place prepared for the redeemed is seen from a distance (Revelation 21:1.), and the voice of God declares what it means (Revelation 21:3-6), and for whom its glories are (Revelation 21:7.).

Three points come out in the description. (1) The Presence of God with the Jew, symbolised by the tabernacle in the wilderness, will now be perfected by His dwelling ('dwell,' lit. 'tabernacle,' Revelation 21:3 cp. John 1:14; RM) with the redeemed of all races ('men,' Revelation 21:3). The 'peoples,' i.e. Gentiles, have become 'His peoples' (Revelation 21:3 RV), and He their Emmanuel ('God.. with them,' Revelation 21:3): cp. Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23. He will take from them, and keep from them, all sorrow, pain, and death (cp. Revelation 7:17; Isaiah 25:8; Isaiah 35:10; Isaiah 65:16.), because these belonged to the first dispensation, while now, (2) all things are new. There is a new heaven, i.e. sky, and a new earth (cp. Isaiah 65:17; Isaiah 66:22), from which the sea, emblem of unrest and of separation, has departed (Revelation 21:1); there is a new society, 'new Jerusalem' (Revelation 21:2); and 'all things,' i.e. all ways and thoughts and circumstances of existence, are new: cp. 2 Corinthians 5:17; (Revelation 21:5). The word translated 'new' does not signify 'that which has never existed before,' but 'fresh,' 'that which has not been used or worn'; so it may be taken as meaning 'undimmed,' 'unspoilt.' The term 'new Jerusalem' is used figuratively for the divine society of the redeemed in glory, as 'Jerusalem' represents the society of the redeemed on earth: cp. Revelation 20:9; Galatians 4:26. It is a 'city' in the sense of being an organised community: cp. Ephesians 2:19; Hebrews 11:16. The New Jerusalem is compared to a bride (Revelation 21:2-9 contrast Revelation 17:1-5), to denote that the happiness of the redeemed springs from their union with Christ: cp. Isaiah 61:10.; Isaiah 62:1. Matthew 22:3; Matthew 25:10; Luke 12:36; Ephesians 5:25. (3) Those for whom these blessed things are in store: those who thirst for, i.e. intensely desire, God, righteousness, and eternal life, cp. Isaiah 55:1; Matthew 5:6; John 7:37; Romans 2:7; (Revelation 21:6), and who 'overcome' (Revelation 21:7). Thus the chief purpose of the book, in encouraging the tempted and persecuted to overcome by resistance unto death, is maintained to the end. The 'city' is not for those who are too cowardly to endure, who fall from faith and join in heathen abominations (Revelation 21:8).

3. A great voice] i.e. God's. Heaven] RV 'the throne': cp. Revelation 19:5.

4. Former] RV 'first.'

5. He said] i.e. the herald angel. 6. He said] i.e. God. It is done] RV 'They are come to pass'; 'they' = 'these words' (Revelation 21:5).

7. All] RV 'these.'

8. Abominable] i.e. those who join in heathen debaucheries: cp. Revelation 17:4.

Sorcerers] lit. 'poisoners': cp. Revelation 18:23; Revelation 22:15. Galatians 5:20 RV. There was much magic in heathenism, and it dealt in philtres and poisons. The lake] see on Revelation 19:20. Second death] see on Revelation 20:6.

9-27. Further description of the city. St. John has seen the city descending in the distance. Now it is shown him in full view by one of the angels of the bowls (Revelation 21:9.), probably the herald angel: cp. Revelation 17:1, see on Revelation 1:10. The visible cloud of God's glory is in the city (op. Revelation 21:3, Revelation 21:23 Ezekiel 43:2. Hebrews 9:5), and causes her to shine with glory as she descends (Revelation 21:11). Her walls represent her beauty and security, and, with the gates and foundations (cp. Numbers 2; Ezekiel 4:8; Ephesians 2:20), signify also that she is the home of the Church of both OT. and NT. The twelve Apostles are mentioned as a body, so that we need not ask whether the twelfth was Matthias or Paul (Revelation 21:12-14). The city is measured, but as the city is figurative, so are the measurements. All the dimensions are compounded of 12, the number of the OT. and the NT. (cp. Revelation 7:4.), the number which signifies that God is in the midst of His people: see on Revelation 1:12, The city is a cube, which, taken literally, would be monstrous, hut in its symbolical meaning says that the whole city is a sanctuary like the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle (Revelation 21:15-17). The magnificence of the city is figured by the most beautiful and precious things (Revelation 21:18-21). Her spiritual perfection is such that no special sanctuary is needed: cp. John 4:21. There is no one in the city who is not at one with God. All her people are united in His service. Thus 'there is no temple, because the city is all temple' (C. A. Scott) (Revelation 21:22). Earthly light and knowledge, which are imperfect and partial, have vanished in the full light and knowledge of God: cp. Isaiah 60:19; John 8:12; 1 Corinthians 13:9.; (Revelation 21:23). The prophecies of the gathering in of the Gentiles (cp. Isaiah 60:3) are fulfilled (Revelation 21:24), and redeemed humanity worships God within the open gates of the city (cp. Isaiah 60:11) in perpetual light and security (Revelation 21:25.); those only being shut out who are unclean through their separation from God to the service of the devil's agents (Revelation 21:27).

9. Vials] RV 'bowls.' Full of] RV 'Who were laden with.'

10. Spirit] RV 'Spirit': cp. 173. Mountain] cp. Ezekiel 40:2.; Matthew 4:8.

11. Jasper] see on Revelation 4:3.

12. Twelve gates] 'Four is the number which is the symbol of the world, three that of God. Twelve, therefore, is the signature of the covenant people among whom God dwells. The enclosure of the Tabernacle was a square space, three tribes being over against each of the four sides. Thus we have a square with the Tabernacle in the midst, expressive of God in. the midst of His people' (Currey).

15. Cp. Ezekiel 40:3. 

17. The wall] i.e. the thickness of the wall: cp. Jeremiah 51:58. The angel] RV 'an angel,' i.e. the angelic cubit was of the same length as a human cubit.

19f. The stones are, with exceptions, the same as those in the high priest's breastplate (cp. Exodus 28:17.; Exodus 39:10.), and those ascribed to the king of Tyre (Ezekiel 28:13). Flinders Petrie (HDB.) says that precious stones were not so exactly distinguished from one another in ancient days as they are now. 'Jasper' was, according to him, green jasper; the 'sapphire' was our lapis-lazuli; the 'chalcedony' was dioptase (silicate of copper); the 'emerald' should be rock-crystal, cp. Revelation 4:3 note; 'sardonyx' was the red and white onyx; the 'sardius' was red jasper; the 'chrysolite' in St. John's time was the present topaz; the 'beryl' was either beryl, i.e. an opaque emerald, or green felspar; the 'topaz' was peridot; the 'chrysoprasus' was, probably, the green chalcedony; the 'jacinth' was the sapphire; the 'amethyst', was the modern amethyst.

24. Of them which are saved] RV omits.

27. That defileth] RV 'unclean,' lit. 'common': cp. Revelation 21:8; Isaiah 52:1; Ezekiel 44:9. Worketh, etc.] RV 'maketh an abomination and a lie.'

Book of life] cp. Revelation 3:5; Revelation 13:8; Revelation 20:12.

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-21

The Vision ended. The Lord is at Hand
The inner life of the heavenly Jerusalem is described. Then the 'Revelation' closes with the repeated assurance that Christ is at hand, and with the yearnings of the Church and of St. John for the joy of. His advent.

1-5. In the New Jerusalem, the blessed life of Eden is more than restored. There is a river of life (cp. Genesis 2:10), i.e. the Holy Spirit: cp. John 4:14; John 7:37. Cp. also Ezekiel 47:1; Joel 3:18; Zechariah 14:8, in which prophecies the waters come from the Temple: here there is no Temple, and the waters flow from the throne of God, i.e. they are the result of God's immediate presence, and of His fully accepted government (Revelation 22:1). On either side of the river as it flows in the midst of the street is a grove of trees, the tree of life: cp. Genesis 2:9; Ezekiel 47:12. The fruit is always available, for there is a fresh crop every month: cp. the manna, John 6:31. The leaves healed the sin of the 'nations' within the city, and the fruit nourishes their life. In the tree we see the cross on which Christ hung as precious fruit (Revelation 22:2). Now, too, as He became 'a curse for us' (Galatians 3:13), the curse of Eden (cp. Genesis 3:17, Genesis 3:22.) is taken away: cp. Zechariah 14:11. Over the 'sweet societies' of the Redeemed, God and the Lamb reign for ever. The Redeemed offer up worship face to face with God (the 'beatific vision') (cp. Psalms 17:15; Matthew 5:8, 1 Corinthians 13:12; 1 John 3:2) and receive His Name, i.e. are marked as His (see on Revelation 7:3 and Revelation 14:1), and transformed into His likeness (Revelation 22:3.). And as His glory thus shines upon and enters into them, they 'reign,' i.e. their life can develop and expand to its fullest powers, there being no evil ('curse,' Revelation 22:3) in them to be restrained, nor hindering circumstances without to restrain them (Revelation 22:5).

1. Clear] RV 'bright.' If. And of the Lamb. In the midst of the street.. river] RV 'and of the Lamb, in the midst of the street thereof. And on this side of the river and on that.'

2. Manner] RM 'crops.'

5. Candle] RV 'light of lamp.'

6-9. Affirmation of the truth of the vision which is now concluded, and of the near approach of that of which it tells (Revelation 22:6-7). St. John, knowing the angel has finished his task and is about to leave him, falls before him in worship, as in Revelation 19:10, but is again charged to worship God alone (Revelation 22:8.).

6. The Lord God of the holy prophets] RV 'the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets': cp. 1 Corinthians 14:32.

The meaning is that the words of the Christian prophets do not speak their own mind, but God's. 7. Christ's voice breaks in: cp. Revelation 16:15.

8. RV 'And I John am he that heard and saw these things.' 

10-15. The vision is not to be sealed, as was Daniel's (cp. Daniel 12:4), because it is for immediate use (Revelation 22:10). Those who 'will not turn and repent because of the Revelation which Christ has now completed, will not, cannot have any greater power brought to bear on them before He comes again: cp. Luke 16:31;' (Benson) (Revelation 22:11-13). Happy are they who are purified, through faith, by His blood (cp. Revelation 7:14), for the life and joy of the city are for them (Revelation 22:14.).

10. Seal not] RV 'seal not up': cp. Revelation 10:4.

11. Cp. Ezekiel 3:27; Ezekiel 20:39; Daniel 12:10. Unjust] RV 'unrighteous.' Be unjust] RV 'do unrighteousness.' Be filthy] RV 'be made filthy.' Be righteous] RV 'do righteousness.'

Be holy] RV 'be made holy.'

12-15. Spoken by Christ: cp. Revelation 22:7, Revelation 16:15.

14. Do his commandments] RV 'wash their robes.' Right] RV 'the right to come.' 

16f. The Messiah attests the Revelation (Revelation 22:16). The Holy Spirit in the Church (cp. Romans 8:16), and the Church herself, hearing His voice, call for His advent, and, at the same time, invite all who will to take part with the Church in this joyful expectation (Revelation 22:17).

16. The root, etc.] The reference is to the Messiahship of our Lord, as son of David, and as the 'star' of Balaam's prophecy: cp. Revelation 2:28; Revelation 5:5; Numbers 24:17; Isaiah 11:1, Isaiah 11:10; Matthew 1:1; Matthew 22:42. 

17. Bride] see on Matthew 21:2. Heareth] see on 18. Athirst] cp. Matthew 21:6. Freely] cp. Isaiah 55:1.

18f. A warning that the book is not to be falsified by addition or excision: cp. Deuteronomy 4:2; Deuteronomy 12:32. 

19. Book of life] RV 'tree of life.'

And from the things] RV omits.

20f. Christ sums up the book by announcing His speedy advent, and St. John prays for it (Revelation 22:20). The book, and with it the Bible, closes in prayer for that in which all its blessings are contained, 'the grace,' i.e. the manifested love, 'of the Lord Jesus' (Revelation 22:21).

